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Telegraphic Address: “ Advantage, Stock, London.” 
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Telephone: City 1866. 








A CLEARING HOUSE FOR INFORMATION. 
BRITISH TRADERS. 


ASSISTANCE TO 


Through the wide ramifications of ite overseas intelligence service 
tie Department of Overseas Trade receives a constant flow of 
valuable information from all important overseas markets, covering 
a!l commercial subjects of interest to British traders engaged in 
export trade. This information is collated and is sent to any British 
trader likeiy to be in ‘ 

Special enquiries are instituted in response to direct requests for 
information, if such information is not already in the possession of 
the Department. 

As indicating the nature of the information which the Department 
is in a position to supply, mention may be made of the following :— 
Foreign and Colonial contracts open to tender, and other openings 
for British trade ; existing and probable future demand for specific 
lines of British goods ; the extent and nature of competition and the 
best methods of meeting it; usual methods of business, terms of 
credit, payment, etc. ; agency conditions ; Customs Regulations and 
Tarifis ; Regulations covering Commercial Travellers, Certificates of 
Origin, etc., sources of supply, prices, etc., of trade products ; Ship- 
ping and Transport, etc. The Department also supplies lists of 
names of likely importers of British goods or of firms or individuals 
considered suitable to act as representatives or agents of British firme. 


CO-OPERATION WITH THE COMMERCIAL COMMUNITY. 

The aim of the Department is to co-operate as closely as possible 
with the commercial community in its efforts to rebuild and, where 
feasible, to increase ite pre-war export trade. Officers of the Depart- 
ment, both from Overseas and from Headquarters, visit periodically 
Chambers of Commerce in the industrial centres of the Kingdom, in 
order to keep in close touch with business men. 


FOREIGN COMPETITION IN OVERSEAS MARKETS. 

For a trader successfully to compete in foreign markets, it ie 
necessary that he should know the goods which competitors are 
offering. The Department has, therefore, formed a very extensive 
collection, which is being constantly increased, of samples of foreign 
competitive goods and commercial products. Over 70,000 such 
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samples are now available for inspection by British traders at the 
Department’s Showrooms, 7 to 11, Old Bailey, E.C. Advertising 
plays a large part in export as in home trade, and the Department 
has collected over 16,000 foreign trade catalogues (including German 
and Austrian) which may also be inspected at the above address, 
The collection has been efficiently indexed under both Articles of 
Manufacture and Names of Manufacturers. 


THE BRITISH TRADER ABROAD. 

Representatives of British firms when travelling abroad can obtain 
much valuable information from a man who is in close daily contact 
with the commercial life of the country eoncerned. British firms 
should, therefore, instruct their travelling representatives to call upon 
H.M. Commercial Diplomatic Officers in foreign countries, or H.M. 
Trade Commissioners in the countries of the Empire, who will give 
them first-hand unbiassed information, and will do all in their power 
to assist them in their business. 


FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS. 

The Department organises Fairs and Exhibitions at which British 
traders have the opportunity of displaying their goods before buyers 
of all nations. The best known of these Fairs—the British 
Industries Fair—is held during February and March of each year. 


CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION. 

One of the most important services rendered by the Department 
is the supply of confidential information regarding trade openings 
and other matters likely to be of interest to manufacturers and 
merchants. This is done chiefly by means of the Special Register, 
concerning which details are given below. 


APPLICATIONS. 

Any British trader desiring business information regarding con- 
ditions in any overseas markets, or upon any specific point, or whe 
desires to take advantage in any way of the facilities offered, should 
communicate with or apply to :—Department of Overseas Trade, 
35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 











The trader who has at his command a sure and prompt supply 
of information concerning ible developments in countries abroad, 
or any other specific openings for British trade, is in an immeasurably 
more favourable position for securing business than he who depends 
for his information upon publication of the news. The one receives 
a considerable start in the competitive race, while the other suffers 
a handicap which, in very many cases, practically nullifies his chances 
of securing the business. 

Informatien of this kind is reaching the Department of Overseas 
Trade in increasing volume from its commercial representatives 
who are now stationed in every important market abroad. British 
firms wishing to make sure of receiving information of interest to 
them should enrol themselves on the Special Register of the Depart- 
mens. 

Publicity is, of course, given in the “Board of Trade Journal” 
or in the Trade Press to many of the reports received by the Depart- 
ment. A great mass of the information coming to the Department 
cannot, however, be so treated because of its confidential or semi- 
confidential character. When a report relates to a specific opening 
for trade or to some other matter upon which it is desirable that 
British firms should have advance information, it is sent by means 
of the Special Register Service to all those firms to which it is likely 
to be of interest. 

The Special Register comprises, at present, the names of some 
3,500 British firms, manufacturing or dealing in British goods. 
These firms are grouped and classified according to both the nature 
of the goods and the markets in which they are interested, thue 
facilitating the despatch of relative information and avoiding as far 
as possible the receipt of particulars which are of no interest to them. 
At the same time it is thought desirable to send the firms too much 
rather than too little so as to ensure that they get all news which is 
of use to them. 

The fee for admission to the Special Register is £2 48. 6d. per 
annum, and, in return for this subscription, the firms who have 
enrolled themselves not only get the “Board of Trade Journal” 
every week, but they are assured of obtaining promptly, by means 
of the Special Register Series of confidential circulars, every report 
or item of news likely to concern them. Sometimes these reports 
contain advance information which subsequently becomes generally 
known. Frequently they contain information which it is desired to 
keep confidential, so that British firms may reap full benefit from it. 





OPPORTUNITIES FOR TRADE IN OVERSEAS MARKETS. 
THE DEPARTMENT’S SPECIAL REGISTER 


SERVICE. 


AMOUNT OF INFORMATION SUFPLIED. 

The amount of information supplied to the various trades naturally 
differs, but some idea of the aggregate volume of information dis- 
seminated through this Service may be gained when it is stated that 
the average number of Special Register circulars distributed during 
@ quarter ranges between 300 and 400. | 

VALUE OF INFORMATION RECEIVED. 

It is obviously impossible to measure in pounds, shillings and 
pence the value to British firms of the information thus received. 
In cases where business results, the actual value of the transaction 
in question may be great or small, but there is ample evidence that 
long-lasting and profitable business connections frequently owe their 
inception to an initial transaction due to information received through 
this Service. 

Were it desirable to do so, a large number of cases could be cited 
in which useful and valuable business has resulted from action taken 
by British firms on information sent to them through the Special 
Register Service. 

QUALIFICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP. 

Any United Kingdom firm engaged in the export trade supplying 
goods solely or mainly of United Kingdom production is eligible for 
admission to the Special Register. 

The Register is not open to non-British Traders. 

As stated above, the fee for admission to the Register is £2 4s. 6d. 
per annum, which includes the annual subscription to the “ Board of 
Trade Journal.” 

Those British firms who desire their names to be included on the 
Special Register should communicate with the Comptroller-General, 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and, Intelligence), 
35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. 

HANDBOOK OF THE —— OF OVERSEAS 

The officers of the Department not infrequently come into contact 
with British traders who are unaware, or not fully aware, of the 
information and assistance which the Department can supply to 
them. For this reason a Handbook has been prepared which gives 
particulars as to the organisation of the Department at home and 
abroad and as to the various ways in which the Department can help 
British export trade. Copies of the Handbook can be obtained, free 
of charge, on application to the Department of Overseas Trade 


(Development and Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W 1. 
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Board of Trade. 


COAL. 
STATE OF EMERGENCY CONTINUED. 


A Royal Proclamation of Emergency was issued 
on 30th April under the Emergency Powers Act, 
1920, continuing the state of emergency which was 
proclaimed on 3lst March. The Emergency Regu- 
lations of Ist April last were also continued. 


GAS COKE. 

It has now become necessary for the Mines Depart- 
ment to prohibit further supplies of gas coke to in- 
dustrial concerns in the Metropolitan Area, except 
under permits granted by the Local Authority. 


WOOD FUEL. 

The limited quantities of coal now available are 
required for Public Utility undertakings, bakeries, 
and essential food-producing concerns. Local 
Authorities are strongly recommended to take im- 
mediate steps to see that supplies of wood fuel are 
made available for distribution in their areas, par- 
ticularly in those districts where domestic consumers 
have no means of cooking other than by coal or 
coke, or where communal food kitchens exist. ° The 
Government have been informed of considerable 
stocks of wood in the possession of private traders, 
and purchasers can get into touch with suppliers 
either through ordinary trade channels or through 
the Coal Emergency Officer, who is in possession of 
the required information. 


BREWERIES AND DISTILLERIES. 
The Secretary for Mines has decided that 
breweries and distilleries shall not be entitled to 
further supplies of coal. ‘This decision has been 
communicated to Local Authorities, who are re- 
quested to see that no further supplies of coal are 
provided for breweries and distilleries in their area. 
The decision does not apply to certain yeast-pro- 

ducing distilleries, for which provision is made. 


GERMAN REPARATION (RECOVERY) ACT. 

The Board of Trade have issued Order No. 7, 
dated 28th April, under the German Reparation 
(Recovery) Act, 1921. This Order provides that 
articles proved to have been delivered by Germany 
to any Allied or Associated Power by way of repara- 
tion shall be exempt from the provisions of the Act. 

We also give under ‘* Government Notices ”’ the 
text of three new Orders (Nos. 8, 9 and 10) made 
by the Board of Trade under the German Repara- 
tion (Recovery) Act, 1921. 


DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE. 
CATALOGUES, ETC., FOR CHILE. 


In a recent despatch the Commercial Secretary to 
H.M. Legation at Santiago makes the following 
comments in connection with the translation into 
Spanish of catalogues, pamphlets, leaflets and other 
printed matter sent by United Kingdom manufac- 
turers and exporters to firms in Chile :— 

‘* The title or most conspicuous word should be in 
Spanish and not in English. Unless this is so, even 
when the subsequent material is in Spanish very 
little gets read. 

‘’ As every firm of any standing in the country 
receives a mail bag full of advertising matter by 
each mail, it is obvious that with such a collection 
to choose from it is only the Spanish reading matter 
that will receive any attention. It is most impor- 
tant, therefore, that upon removal of the postal 
cover the most striking wording which reaches the 
eye should be in Spanish. This at once places it 
amongst the few to be read instead of the many 
which are consigned to the wastepaper basket.’’ 
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Special Articles. 





THE PROFITEERING ACTS. 





I. 
THE CLOSE OF AN EXPERIMENT. 


In view of the fact that the Profiteering Acts are 
due to expire on 19th May next, it is of interest to 
survey briefly the work which has been done under 
this piece of emergency legislation. ere 

In August, 1919, at the time when the original 
Profiteering Bill was introduced, there was a general 
feeling throughout the country that a great deal of 
‘‘ profiteering ’’ was taking place, and that this 
was largely responsible for high prices. It was 
accordingly most desirable that legislation should 
be introduced which would permit investigations to 
be made into the prices, costs and profits of any 
particular trade, or into complaints of alleged 
‘‘ profiteering ’’ on the sale of any individual 
article or articles. It was also considered desirable 
that, pending the formulation of a more permanent 
policy for dealing with questions affecting Trusts 
and Trade Combinations, the opportunity should 
be taken to set up as a temporary measure some 
machinery for obtaining information regarding the 
nature, extent and development of such associations 
on the lines recommended by the Committee on 
Trusts appointed by the Minister of Reconstruction 
which reported in April, 1919. 


Tuer PURPOSES OF THE ACT. 


The object of the Act was thus partly to deal with 
specific complaints of profiteering, and partly to 
collect and publish the facts with regard to costs, 
profits, prices and other conditions of various trades 
and industries in order that the public might have 
accurate information on which to judge whether the 
prices asked were reasonable or not. ‘The present 
article, after describing the machinery set up to 
work the Act, will deal briefly with the work done 
in regard to specific complaints, leaving what is 
from some points of view the more important side 
of the work, namely, that concerned with general 
investigations, to be treated in a second article. 

The Profiteering Act, 1919, was passed as a purely 
temporary measure to meet peculiar circumstances 
arising in the period following on the end of the 
war. It was originally to remain in force for six 
months only, but was continued for a further three 
months by the Profiteering (Continuance) Act, 1919, 
and again for a further twelve months (until 19th 
May, 1921) by the Profiteering (Amendment) Act, 
1920. The Amendment Act is largely concerned 
with improvements of machinery which experience 
of actual work had shown to be necessary. Its most 
important new provision—that relating to profit- 
limiting schemes—will be referred to in the second 
article. 

It should be borne in mind that the Profiteering 
Act, 1919, was passed as a measure to ‘‘ check 
profiteering.’” The Act was accordingly designed 
to avoid so far as possible any interference with 
legitimate commercial enterprise, and, apart from 
the powers of investigation, was intended only to 
afford the public a means of redress against persons 
who, by reason of the abnormal trade conditions, 
were making unreasonable profits. 


THe POWERS OF THE BoaRpD or TRADE. 


The principal powers conferred upon the Board 
of Trade by the original Act may shortly be sum- 
marised as follows :— 

(1) To investigate prices, costs and profit at all stages. 
(2) To receive and investigate complaints regarding the 
making of excessive profits on the sale of articles, 
and, after giving the parties an opportunity of 
being heard, either to dismiss the complaint or 
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to declare the reasonable price for such articles, 
and to order the seller to refund to the buyer 
any amount paid in excess of such reasonable 
price. 

If, as a result of any investigation undertaken on 
their own initiative or on complaint made _ to 
them, it appears to the Board of Trade that the 
circumstances so require, the Board shall take 
proceedings against the seller before a Court of 
summary jurisdiction. 

(3) To obtain from all sources information as to the 
nature, extent and development of trusts and 
combinations of a similar nature. 

From an administrative point of view the duties 
of the Board under the Act fell into two clear 
divisions, which demanded two different types of 
machinery: first, the larger transactions of the 
wholesaler or manufacturer, which raise broad 
questions concerning a whole trade or industry, and 
which are not much affected by local conditions ; 
secondly, the retail trade, the governing conditions 
of which vary in every possible way in different 
parts of the country, in small country districts, 
large towns, industrial centres, residential districts, 
and so on. 

Accordingly, the Board of Trade, using the 
powers of delegation conferred upon them by the 
Act, set up a Central Committee to deal with the 
first-enamed section of the work, and invited Local 
Authorities to set up Local Committees to deal with 
the second. 


Tis CENTRAL COMMITTEE. 


To the Central Committee the Board delegated 
the power (a) to investigate prices, costs and profit 
at all stages; (b) to investigate, consider and deter- 
mine complaints regarding unreasonable charges 
arising out of the wholesale sale of any articles to 
which the Act has been or may be applied; and (c) 
to obtain information regarding Trusts and Com- 
bines. The Central Committee, 150 in number, is 
of a widely representative character, including 
among its members manufacturers, traders, con- 
sumers, trade union representatives, economists, 
and representatives of the Co-operative movement. 
It has for its chairman Mr. John Murray, M.P. 
For administrative convenience, the Committee is 
divided into three Standing Committees, charged 
respectively with the three classes of work just 
referred to, viz.: the Investigation of Prices Com- 
inittee, the Complaints Committee, and the Com- 
mittee on Trusts. Each standing committee ap- 
points, from time to time, small sub-committees. 


LocaL CoMMITTEES. 


To deal with questions of retail profiteering, the 
Board of Trade invited Local Authorities through- 
out the United Kingdom to establish Local Com- 
mittees, to which committees the Board delegated 
the bulk of their powers under the Act in relation 
to retail sales of any articles or classes of articles 
to which the Act has been or may be applied. Asa 
result, &834 local committees were established in 
the United Kingdom, but of these 69 have since 
ceased to exist. 

APPLICATION TO TRADES. 

The Act has been applied by the Board of Trade 
to practically every article of ordinary every-day 
use, including all articles of wearing apparel, 
household utensils and requisites, articles for mend- 
ig and knitting, furniture, building materials, 
drugs and medicinal preparations, medical and 
surgical appliances and dressings, mineral waters, 
all articles used for fuel and lighting, tools, weights, 
measures, weighing and measuring instruments, 
‘Motor spirit, stationery, and, in agreement 
with the Ministry of Food, to practically all articles 
of food the price of which was not otherwise con- 
trolled, including milk, bread, fish, tea, coffee, 
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cocoa, margarine and meat. J urther, in accord- 
ance with extended powers given by Section 2 (2) of 
the Profiteering (Amendment) Act, 1920, the follow- 
ing processes have been brought within the opera- 
tion of the Acts: the repairing, altering or washing 
of articles of wearing apparel and household linen, 


‘etc.; the repairing, altering or cleaning of clocks 


and watches; and the repairing or altering of boots, 
shoes and umbrellas. 


THE COMPLAINTS COMMITTEE. 


As already stated, the investigation of specific 
complaints arising out of transactions or sales other 
than retail sales is undertaken by the Complaints 
Committee of the Central Committee. If, on the 
preliminary investigation of the complaint, the 
Committee are satisfied that a prima facie cause of 
complaint has been disclosed, a sub-committee is 
appointed to hear and determine the complaint. 
The Complaints Committee also investigate specific 
transactions which have been brought to their notice, 
even although there is no formal complaint. 

The following figures show the number of matters 
referred to the Complaints Committee and the 
manner in which they have been dealt with :— 

Complaints lodged or specific transactions 
referred to them, 606; dismissed, 431; 
profiteering found to exist, 72; pending, 
96. The other seven were referred to the 
Prices or Trusts Committee. Prosecutions 
have been undertaken in 26 cases. 

The total number of complaints which have been 
investigated by Local Committees in Great Britain 
is 4,646, of which 3,413 have been dismissed; and 
in Ireland 37, of which 22 have been dismissed. 

APPEALS. 

The seller has the right to appeal against the 
decision of a Local Committee to Appeal Tribunals 
appointed by the Board of Trade. 108 Appeal 
Tribunals have been established throughout the 
United Kingdom. The appeals made have been 
very few, only some 170 in all; and, roughly, two 
out of every five of the appeals made have been 
dismissed. 

Tne Evrecr or tHe Acts. 

The effect which the Profiteering Acts have had 
in checking the tendency towards the making of 
unreasonable profits during a time of rising prices 
and shortage of supplies must not, of course, be 
judged by the number of complaints heard and 
determined. The Acts have undoubtedly exercised 
a deterrent effect, since traders who might at such 
a time have been disposed to seize the opportunity to 
obtain unreasonable profits have had before their 
eves the danger of being summoned before a 
Profiteering Committee, with the further possibility 
of prosecution in a court of law. 





NOTICE. 





The price of the “ Board of Trade Journal” is 6d. (7d. post 


free). Annual subscription (post free), 30s. in the United 
Kingdom. Overseas subscription 31s. 6d. per annum, post 
free. 


T'he Editorial Offices are at the new Government Buildings, 
Great George Street, London, S.W.1. All editorial communi- 
cations should be addressed to “ The Editor.”’ Telephone 
No. Victoria 3840. 

The Publishers (to whom should be addressed all communi- 
cations concerning subscriptions and sales) are H.M. 
Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London , 
W.C.2. or Branches (see Cover). 
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MONEY AND EXCHANGE IN APRIL. 


The Bank Rate remained at 7 per cent. until 
28th April, when it was reduced to 63 per cent., 
with the Banks Deposit Rate and the Discount 
Houses Call Rate at 5 per cent. and the Discount 
Houses Notice Rate at 5} per cent. up to 28th April, 
when these rates also were lowered by 4 per cent. 
The Treasury Bills Rate was 6 per cent. up to and 
including 25th April and 5} per cent. thereafter for 
twelve months bills; three months bills were 6 per 
cent. up to 20th April, 52 per cent. from 22nd to 
28th April, and 53 per cent thereafter. Other rates 
were :— 





Apr. Ist Apr. 8th Apr. 15th Apr. 22nd Apr. 29th 
Bauk Bills, 3 


months... ... 61 —} 6! i5—-3; 5-6 55—§ 
Fine Trade Bills, 

3 months w § —2t (C —} FT —-] i —j]) 64—3 
Short Loans 54 —6 5S—6 dt 53 5 
Day-to-Day Loans 55—7 53 > —4 5} 4% 


21st April saw a reversion to the system of ten- 
dering for 3 months Treasury Bills in amounts of 
not less than £50,000. In each of the two succeed- 
ing weeks £50,000,000 were offered, and in the first 
week the tenders amounted to £51,930,000 and in 
the second to £76,735,000. The average rate of dis- 
count for successful tenders was £5 19s. 3°95d. in 
the first week and £5 14s. 5°64d. in the second week. 
Tenders are received each Thursday, and the 
Treasury are also authorised to receive offers for 
bills at such times and in such quantities as they 
may determine at rates of discount below the aver- 
age rates on the preceding Thursday. The rates of 
53 and 5% quoted above are the rates in the respective 
weeks for those additional bills. These alterations 
in the Treasury Bill system were generally under- 
stood to herald a reduction in the Bank Rate, and 
the reduction of 4 per cent. which was made on 28th 
April has been taken as the first cautious step to a 
further lowering. 

Heavy applications for Treasury Bills caused a 
shortage of money and a resort to the Bank of 
England, but at the end of the month money was 
easier on account of the creation of Ways and 
Means advances indicated by the Bank Return. 

The expectation of cheaper money and the intro- 
duction of the Budget with the new 33 per cent. 
Conversion Loan produced a substantial rise in gilt- 
edged stocks. Five per cent. War Loan was quoted 
at 87-. on 3lst March, at 873-2 ex div. on 26th 
April, and at 87j}%-88,), on 29th April. Other 
business on the Stock Exchange was extremely dull 
on account of the coal stoppage. |New issues for 
April amounted to £16,386,000, of which £8,815 ,000 
was on account of loans to the British and Indian 
Governments. 


Tue Natrionat DEBT. 


The following table, extracted from the 
‘* Keonoiist,’’ shows the movement of the floating 
and the total debt during the month; an official 
return gave the estimated deadweight debt on 31st 
March, 1920, as £7,835,030,000, and the total debt 
as £7,881,893,000 :— 


Total 
Treasury Temporary Floating Total 
Bills. Advances. Debt. Debt. 
In millions of £. 

31st March, 1920 1,107 205 1,312 7,882 

9th April, 1921 ... 1,116 178 1,294 7.661 

16th April, 1921 1,103 185 1,288 7,655 

23rd April, 1921 1,092 196 1,288 7,648 
Temporary advances on 23rd April were 
£25,000,000 from the Bank of England and 
£173,294,000 from Public Departments. Up to 


that date in the financial year £2,460,000 were re- 
ceived for National Savings Certificates and 


£1,850,000 were repaid. 
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Nove Crrcunation. 
The following table shows the movement of the 
active note circulation and of coin and bullion in 


the Bank of England :— 
Coin and 


Bank of Bullion in 


Currency England Total sank of 
Notes. * Notes. t Notes. England, 
In thousands of £. 

29th December, 1920 367,626 113,401 481,027 128.268 
6th April, 1921 342,560 109,765 452,325 128,348 
13th April, 1921 541,862 109,087 450,949 128,348 
20th April, 1921 340,875 108,826 449,701 128,345 
27th April, 1921 338,055) 109,070 447,105 128,358 


* Including notes called in but not yet cancelled : £2,701,000 on 
29th December; £2,202,000 on 6th April; £2,191,000 on 13th April; 
£2,173,000 on 20th April; and £2,154,000 on 27th April. 

+ Less notes in Currency Notes Account. 

During the last fortnight of April £5,000,000 of 
silver coin have been held in the Currency Notes 
Redemption Aceount, and the holding of Govern- 
ment Securities has been correspondingly reduced. 
The proportion of reserves to liabilities in the Bank 
ot England was 13 per cent. on 27th April, as com- 
pared with 12} per cent. on 80th March. Movements 
in the Banking Department were :— 

Increase (+) 
or Decrease( — ) 


Mar. 30th. Apr. 27th. 


£1,000 £1,000 £1,000 
Government Securities 26,004 54,627 +- 28,628 
Other Securities ... 112,909 86,041 — 26,868 
Publie Deposits 23,047 15,292 ~ 4,755 
Other Deposits 114,654 125,968 + 11,334 


INSURANCE IN 1920. 

‘The Financial Times ’’ for 29th April gave a 
useful survey of insurance business during last year. 
New proposals in Life Insurance showed another 
remarkable rise, as is demonstrated by the follow- 
ing figures relating to 52 ordinary Life Assurance 
Companies and 6 Industrial Assurance Com- 


panies :— Ordinary Life. . Industrial. 
Last pre-war year 57,818,000 55,970,700 
mentale ieacectael 111,137,300 63,236,300 
EE - idtataieictieuanadilens 123,704,900 74,109,100 


lire Insurance Companies experienced an in- 
creased expenditure, and in default of complete 
accounts for all the companies it is conjectured that 
trading profits have been reduced. Marine insur- 
ance showed an expansion both in premiums and 
losses, as is Shown by the following aggregate figures 
for 25 companies in 1919 and 30 in 1920 (the addi- 
tional 7 being new companies) : — 


' 1920. 
III: «ssn ckaistinit snip ashibeilalaneniinie £15,847 500 £22 555,800 
ST PO Te Re Te £10,568,500 £16,842,000 
Percentage of Losses to Premiums 66-7 74-7 


FoREIGN EXCHANGES. 

The following table shows the movements of the 
principal foreign exchanges on London. The New 
York quotation is the weekly average cable rate, and 
the other quotations are the weekly averages of the 
mean of the daily quotations; all particulars are 
taken from the ‘‘ Times ’’ :— 

Week ending — 














Place. Par. April April April April April 
New York— 2nd 9th 16th 23rd = 30th 
' $4°866=£1 3°928 3°914 3:92 3°935  3°957 
-aris— 

25°2215 franes—£1 D6°177 «=6255°442 455°036 54:1038 52°311 
Brussels— 
~ 25°2215 franes=£1 53°840 53°258 53°102 53:05 52°071 
taly— 

25°2215 lire=£1 95°963 92°292 83°938 82°668 81°667 
Madrid— 

25°2215 pes. =£1 27°S67 28°058 28°093 28°371 28:368 
Holland— 

12°1071 gul.=£1 11°371 11°316 11°3 11°308 11°287 
Berlin— 

20°43 marks=£1 246°50 241°83 244917 25629 58°04 
Christiania— 

18°159 kroner —£1 24°349 24°356 24°344 24°707 25°34 
Stockholm— 

18-159 kroner==£1 16°774 16°638 16°51 16°599 17°011 
Copenhagen— 

18°159 kroner=£1 21°729 21°758 21°635 21°739 21°904 
Switzerland— 

25°2215 francs=£1 22°635 22°595 22°63 2-705 22°598 
Bucnos Aires— 

48°57d.=1 dollar 46°80 45°666 45°04 44°021 43°526 
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Sterling exchange has been favourably affected 
in the United States throughout the month by the 
continued ease in money there, the heavy influx of 
vold, and the continued exceptionally light offer- 
ings of commercial bills; but the existence of the 
eoal dispute dominated the market, and the fluctua- 
tions of quotations reflected the progress of the 
negotiations. ‘‘ Bankers expressed surprise,’’ said 
the ‘‘ Commercial and Financial Chronicle ’’ ef 16th 
April, ‘‘ at the remarkable way the market has held 
up in the face of such discouraging developments 
earlier, but intimated that it was in all probability 
due to the still unshaken conviction that the struggle 
between Capital and Labour in Great Britain, while 
possibly severe, would not be a protracted one. .. . 
Nevertheless, no attempt was made to minimise the 
fact that if the strike should develop into anything 
like the proportions predicted and the wheels of 
industry in Great Britain be halted for any appre- 
ciable length of time, the consequences would, of 
course, be serious.”’ 

The unsettled condition of the German reparations 
question has also been a powerful market factor, and 
is responsible for a continued depreciation of the 
mark. On the other hand, French exchange has 
appreciated, probably because the operators are con- 
fident of a satisfactory settlement of the inter- 
national situation. So far has the improvement 
proceeded that the discount at which the French 
franc stood compared with the Belgian franc has 
been almost wiped out. ‘The improvement in the 
lira has been very pronounced, and has been due to 
the better industrial and financial condition of Italy, 
and, according to the ‘* Commercial and Financial 
Chronicle ’? of 16th April, to ‘‘ the continued and 
widespread demand for bills on Genoa to cover 
German shipments of merchandise to Italy, presum- 
ably destined to other points.’’ The Dutch and 
Swiss exchanges moved slightly against this 
country, but other European exchanges reacted in 
our favour. The depreciation of the Buenos Aires 
peso was pronounced. In connection with the move- 
ment of the exchanges, it may be noted that whereas 
the highest value of a pre-war year’s exports from 
the United States to Germany was 352,000,000 dols. 
in 1913, the value of the exports for the first eight 
months of the present American financial year was 
282,000,000 dols., and the value for l’ebruary was 
40,000,000 dols. It was also announced in April 
that the War Finance Corporation had approved 
the application of another loan of 2,000,000 dols. 
for the exportation of cotton to Europe and the Far 
Kast. The Brazilian Government is reported to be 
buying coffee for the purpose of maintaining the 
exchange. 


EXCHANGES IN PERCENTAGES OF Gotp ParIry. 


The foliowing tables, in continuation of those 
given in the ** Journal ’’ of 7th April, show the 
movements of the leading rates of exchange, caleu- 
lated in percentages of gold parity (relative value of 
foreign currency to that of the country where quota- 
fion Is made) :— 


NEW YORK ON: 


A London. Paris. Rome. Amsterdam. 
‘th April os 80°57 36°69 20°63 86°30 
1th April . 80°39 36°95 25°39 85°98 
21st April . 80°78 37°75 — 86°30 
28th April he 81 32 39°49 25°08 87.07 


LONDON ON: 
Rome. Amsterdam. Stockholm. Switzerland. 


8th April... 9... 28°10 10705 10940 111°60 

loth April ia 31°23 107°33 110°73 111°60 

22nd April eae 29°67 107°14 109 °26 111°‘11 

29th April ai 30°66 107 °33 106°13 111°35 
PARIS ON: 

London. Amsterdam. Stockholm. Switzerland 
7th April hie 217°89 253°29 237 °24 243°00 
14th April ae 217°85 234°50 241°02 243 °25 
21st April oon 214°24 229°21 236°52 238°25 


28th April 207°03 222°25 218°16 230°25 
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GOLD AND SILVER. 


Movements in the price of gold and silver, per 
ounce fine, have been as follows :— 


Gold. Silver. 
Cash. Forward. 
per oz. per 0z. per 0z. 
s. d. d. d. 
8th April... sh . 104 11 338 33 
14th April... aie .- 105 4 344 335 
22nd April ... wine ... 104 10 348 344 
29th April ... ows | oe 348 344 


Business in the silver market has usually been 
small, and the rise in price to 364d. on 12th April 
appears to have been due to Eastern speculation, 
and to have been followed by profit-taking. On 
30th April the rupee exchange was ls. 3 }jd.- 
Is. 33d., a slight net fall during the month from 
ls. 33d.-1s. 323d. on 31st March. 


Note CIRCULATION IN LEADING COUNTRIES. 


End End End End Latest 
Dee. 1913. Dee. 1918. Dee. 1919. Dee. 1920. Date 1921 
£ £ £ : : 





: x i 
million. million. million. million, million. 
United Kingdom-— 
Bank of England 29°6 70°2 S7°4 113°4 109°0 
Currency Notes oo 323°2 356°2 367°6* 338°0* 
France— 
Bank of France 228°5 1,210°0 1,491°0 1,516°1 1,528°4 
Italy— 
Treasury Notes 20°0 85°U 90°8 WSF 90°8 
Bank Notes 91°3 470°0 651°3 7893 770°5 
Bel gium— 
National Bank of 
Belgium - 42°7 128°4 190°5 2448 243°3 
Germany — 
Imperial Bank 127°5 «11,0909: 755°2 3,382°9 —-8,413°0 
Loan Bureau Notes — 497°0 673°2 591°6 526°6 
United States— 
Federal Reserve 
Notes sa os — 548°1 622°8 709°4 595°'1 
Other Paper Currency 536°4 435°2 di4'1 375°9t 369°9 
Denmark— 
National Bank 84 25°0 27°2 30°9 28°7 
Sweden— 
Bank of Sweden 13°0 44°2 41°5 42°2 35°1 
Norway— 
Bank of Norwiy 6°U 24°2 25°2 26°6 23°1 
Holland— 
Netherlands Bank 26'1 89°] 86°1 89°3 86'°9 
Spain— 
Bank of Spain oe 773 133°4 154°3 173°0 169°0 
Switzerland— 
Swiss National Bank 12°6 39°0 41°4 40°9 36°8 
Japan— 
Baik of Japan sia 43°7 117°2 159°3 147°4 102°7 


*Includes notes called in but not vet cancelled. 
yEnd of August, 1920. End of November, 1920. 





PROGRESS OF THE UNITED 
KINGDOM. - 


‘ STATISTICAL ABSTRACT, 1905 to 1919. 


A valuable statistical record of the progress of the 
United Kingdom has just been issued by the Statis- 
tical Department of the Board of Trade under the 
title of the ‘* Statistical Abstract for the United 
Kingdom.’’ (66th No.) (Cmd. 1246. Price 3s. 6d. 
net.) 

The Abstract covers a wide range of subjects, com- 
prising convenient summaries of statistics relating 
to Public Revenue and Expenditure; Loans for 
Local Works; Income Tax; Estate Duties; Inhabited 
House Duty; Local Taxation; Excise; Imports and 
Exports; Average Import and Export Prices; Ship- 
ping; Market Prices and Sales of British Corn; 
Acreage under Crops; Agricultural Produce; Sea 
Fisheries; Railways; Tramways and Light Rail- 
ways; Mineral Production; Joint Stock Companies ; 
Coinage ; Savings Banks; Bankers’ Clearing Houses; 
Building Societies; Industrial and Provident 
Societies; Life Assurance and Annuities; Bank of 
England; Post Office; Patents, Designs and Trade 
Marks; Population; Migration; Police; Army; 
Kducation; Poor Relief; Crime; Insolvency. 

During the war of 1914-18 the compilation of the 
statistics relating to the many activities of the 
United Kingdom fell somewhat in arrears owing to 
the absence on military service of large numbers of 
the trained statistical staff of the Board of Trade 
and of other Departments of State which collaborate 
with the Board of Trade in such matters. The pre- 
vious issue of the Abstract (65th No.), published in 
December, 1919, dealt with the period from 1903 to 
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1917, while in the present issue (the 66th No.) it 
has been possible to include in most tables figures 
down to the end of 1919, z.e., two years’ figures have 
been added, instead of one as usual. 

The Abstract, for reasons of economy, has been 
issued in practically the same form as earlier 
numbers, but the opportunity has been taken to 
make a few small changes which add to its value. 
Thus, in the Finance Section, a table has been added 
(p. 12) showing the growth of the Unfunded Debt 
during the years ended 31st March, 1915 to 1920 in- 
clusive. Most of this addition to our indebtedness 
consists of Debt created under the War Loan Acts, 
1914-1919, the interest of which is excluded from 
the fixed annual charge. Supplementing the fore- 
going table a statement (p. 13) has been added show- 
ing the sums utilised by this country as War Loans 
to our Dominions and Allies and as Loans for 
Relief in War Areas during the same period. ‘These 
two tables give some idea of the magnitude of our 
financial efforts during the War. 

In other sections of the Abstract additions and re- 
visions have been efiected in the tables relating to 
Poor Relief (p. 71), to the Production, Exports and 
Home Consumption of Exciseable Articles (pp. 
74-5), the production of Flax (pp. 320-3), the pro- 
duction of Minerals and Metals (pp. 342-4), etc. 

The following statement gives a brief conspectus 
of some of the leading statistics in 1905 and 1919, 
the first and last of the years covered in the tables 
of this issue of the Abstract :— 








~ 


Subject. 1905 1919 





Revenue (Receipts into the Exchequer) 











Million £ 153°9* 1,339°6* 
Expenditure (Issues out of the 
Exchequer) elie ac = | 150°4* 1,665°8* 
Yield of Principal Branches of Revenue: | 
Customs... Million £ | 
Excise sas om de 34°6* 149°4* 
Property and Income Tax | 35°6* | 133°7* 
(including Super Tax | 
in 1919/20) i. is | 31°4* | = 359°1* 
Excess Profits Duty... - : : 290 °0* 
Purpose of Principal Branchesot Expenditure: | 
National Debt Services | | 
(Interest, ete. Million £ | 28°0* | 332°0* 
ny _ ne % | 28°9* | 395°0*, 
Navy. - | 33°3" 56°5* 
Air Force - oii | os "52.5" 
Civil Service (ineluding | 
Education, Old Ag 
Pensions, etc. ) io se | 28°4* 569°1* 
Local Authorities : | (1917-8) 
Receipts (including loans) ” | 164°0* 208°0 
Payments (including pay- | 
ments out of loans and | 
loan charges) ... on - | 165°8* | 205°0 
Imports and Exports : | (1919) 
ee — ee tei - | 565°0 | 1,626°2 
1X ports— | 
United Kingdom Produce - 329°8 798°6 
Foreign and Colonial 
Produce 47°8 | 164°7 


Quantities of Staple Imported Commodities 








Retained for Consumption : 

Cotton, raw - Million Ib. 1,920°4 1,837°2 
Wool, raw ... aad pe “ | 342°5 877°2 
Wheat oe on ...Millionewts. 97°3 71°4 
— flour cee - | 11°9 | 17°7 
Meat bias i ” | 22°1 | 24°0 

Sugar (in equivalent of | | 
retined) ... sa sat - | 27°0 | 30°1 
Tea... .. ...  .» MillionIb.| 258°3 | 388-0 
_ Tobacco, unmanufactured - 82°4 | 142°8 

Principal Exports : | | 
Coal... { Milliomtons | A7T*d | 35°2 
ne 4 t= Million £ | 24°9 | 83°2 

Iron and Steel and | 
Machinery ie ys | 55°1 | 96 °2 
Cotton Yarn ia oe ee 10°3 | 33°9 
Cotton Piece Goods ' “ | 70°S | 179°1 

Woollen Yarns and | | 
Manufactures _ , | 28°8 | 98°4 
Chemicals, Drugs, Dyes, &c. - 14°5 | 29°5 

Movement of Shipping in the Poreign Trade:, | 

Entered with Cargo— . | 

British Million Net Tons | 28:0 | 22:1 
Foreign Ph i | 12°90 | 7°5 
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Subject. 1905 1919 





Movement of Shipping in the Foreign Trade 
—continued : 
Cleared with Cargo— 


British ne ais a 32°8 22° 
Foreign ae ai " 16°9 12°6 
Shipping on the Register (end of year) : (1918) 
Sailing Vessels Million Gross Tons 1°8 0°7 
Stcam Vessels a m 14°9 15°7 
Number @ Live Stock : (1919) 
Catt ~~ be Millions 1‘7 12°5 
Sheep... a a wm 29°] 25°] 
Pigs _ a -_ - 3°6 2°9 
Produce of Principal Crops : 

, Wheat Million Bushels 60°3 69°3 
Barley... eee - 65°0 57°7 
Oats _ ove - 166°3 204°0 
Potatoes a Million Tons (°2 6°3 

Fish Caught and Landed \ Million Cwts. 20°2 17°1 
(excluding Shell Fish) Million £ 10°2 25°3 
Railways : 
Gross Receipts ... - Million £ 113°5 240°1+ 
Working Expenditure ... - 70°] 187°1 
Net Receipts... " 43°4 93 °0 


Tramways and Light Railways : | 
Millions 








Passengers Carried 2,068 °9 4,557°6 
Mineral Production : 

Coal am _ ... Million Tons 236°1 229°8 

Iron Ore... i sae - 14°6 12°3 
Pig [ron Production... os “ 9°6 7°4 
Joint Stock Companies : 

Registered — 4,358 10,725 

Nominal Capital Million £ 119°2 413°0 
Post Office Savings Banks : 

Accounts Open— (1918) 
Active... ws ie Millions 10°0 { 11°8 
Dormant... aie i 4°2 

Due to Depositors .. -- Million £ 152°1 234°6 

Trustee Savings Banks : (1919) 
Accounts Open ... Millions iv7 2°2 
Due to Depositors Million £ 52°7 71°9 

Bank Clearings : 

London Clearing House - 12,288 | 28,415 
Provincial Bankers’ do. ” 665 | 2,187 

Building Societies (Incorporated) : 

Societies Making Returns... —s No. 1,939 1,315 
Liabilities Million £ 5473 75° 
Due on Mortgages _ ” 51°0 56°3 
Co-operative Societies : 
Societies Making Returns ee '* 2,244 3,119 
Membership Millions 2°3 44 
Share Capital Million £ 29°3 73°3 
Liabilities hin ans m 14°] 46°9 
Sales of Goods ... a - 96°0 | 348°8 





* Year ended 31st March following that stated. 
+ Includes Government compensation. 


_ — 


Notes on Trade. 








[While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy of 
any explanatory articles or notes relating to Acts, Regula- 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the *“* Journal,” it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 
legal interpretations of the text of the documents them- 
selves. | 





AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATION OF BRITISH 
MANUFACTURERS AND THEIR 
REPRESENTATIVES. 


At the tenth Annual Meeting of the members of 
the above Association, held at Melbourne, the re- 
tiring President, in acknowledging the receipt from 
H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in Australia of 
an advance copy of a tabulated statement of the 
trade of the United Kingdom, United States and 
Japan with Australia for the years 1913 to 1920, 
stated that it was natural that during the war 
period Japan and the United States should have 
scored heavily. ‘The serious matters to which the 
United Kingdom had to attend prevented her from 
maintaining her trade, but he was optimistic enough 
to think that the United Kingdom before long would 
not only regain her former position, but that the 
percentage of British products would largely exceed 
those of former days. While merchants in 
Australia are much over-stocked with certain classes 
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of goods, he was confident that when the time for 
replenishment arrives, the United Kingdom will be 
in a position to compete against such Japanese and 
American products as gained a footing during the 
war. 

British manufacturers who before the war were 
not lacking in knowledge of export markets had 
shown signs within the past twelve months of the 
most lively interest in regaining their position, and 
the war had taught them a good deal in the way of 
organising factories, standardising goods, and mass 
production, which in the end should lead to reduced 
prices, and consequent ability to compete with any 
other manufacturing country. 

The idea, prevalent before the war, that Great 
Britain’s trade was decaying and that other manu- 
facturing countries were outstripping her, he 
thought, had been quite dispelled, and in the re- 
covery of United Kingdom trade and its still further 
expansion the Association must take its share. 

The policy of the Association as regards 
Australian manufactures has always been clearly 
defined, stated the retiring President. While 
Australian industries must have first preference, 
many of those established recently have been the 
result of a combination of British and Australian 
capital—a very desirable condition of affairs. It 
must be seen to, he added, that it is British rather 
than foreign capital which comes into Australian 
industries. 

The meeting terminated with an interesting 
address by H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in 
Australia (Mr. S. W. B. McGregor), relating to his 
recent tour abroad, and general matters affecting 
the present position and future prospects of United 
Kingdom trade with the Commonwealth. 

According to the Annual Report, the Association 
is progressing most satisfactorily, the membership 
being 778 and the financial position much improved. 

The London Representative of the Association is 
Mr. H. R. Summers, 32, Victoria Street, S.W. 1, 
who is prepared to furnish information regarding 
the work of the Association to United Kingdom firms 
interested in trade with Australia. 





MANUFACTURE OF TEXTILE MACHINERY 
IN AUSTRALIA. 


Some progress is being made in the development 
of a project for the manufacture of textile machinery 
on an extensive scale in Australia. It is stated that 
provisional arrangements have been made to secure 
the co-operation of several old-established British 
engineering firms, with an aggregate capital of over 
£10,000,000, who are claimed to be capable of sup- 
plying machinery and patents sufficient to provide 
up-to-date plant for the entire range of textile pro- 
duction. They will also furnish such technical in- 
struction as may be required in the preliminary 
stages of the industry for instructional purposes, and 
for the assembling of parts made by Australian 
manufacturers, whose assistance it is proposed to 
enlist. 

It is claimed that the cost of manufacturing 
machinery will be about 5 per cent. lower in 
Australia than the average at present ruling in 
Great Britain. 

Cotton machinery will also be manufactured for 
supply to certain Far Eastern markets. 





BRITISH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
IN VIENNA. 


The British Chamber of Commerce in Vienna, 
which was founded some fifteen months ago, held 
its first general meeting on Ilth February. The 
Hon. F. O. Lindley, British Minister, the President 
of the Chamber, occupied the chair. Mr. Lindley, 
addressing the meeting, congratulated the Chamber 
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on its work of the past year. He pointed out the 
difficulties under which Austria is suffering, princi- 
pally the depression of the currency and the shortage 
of coal, and said that he was more hopeful of an 
improvement with regard to the latter than the 
former. The Hon. Treasurer, Mr. Lowe, read a 
report regarding the Chamber’s financial position, 
which he showed to be very satisfactory. The Hon. 
Secretary, Mr. Henderson, also addressed the 
meeting, giving a review of the Chamber’s short 
history and activities, the present situation of the 
country and the prospects for the future. 

The Chamber now has 89 British-born members 
and 114 Austrian associates. It has been incorpor- 
ated in London, and under its statutes none but 
British subjects are allowed to take part in its 
management or to vote at meetings. Its address 
is: —Karntnerstrasse 41, Vienna. 





BRITISH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE FOR 
MADAGASCAR, 


A British Chamber of Commerce for Madagascar 
has been formed with headquarters in Antananarivo, 
the Secretary being Mr. A. Lebrun, Rue Amiral 
Pierre, Antananarivo. H.M. Consul at Antanan- 
arivo states that the consent of the local Adminis- 
tration to the forming of the Chamber has been 
obtained, and the necessary particulars have been 
forwarded to the United Kingdom in order that the 
Chamber may be registered. The articles of associa- 
tion follow those of the British Chamber of Com- 
merce, Paris, with such alterations as are rendered 
necessary by local conditions. 





FRENCH DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 


At the banquet following the official opening of 
the new premises of the Office National du Com- 
merce Extérieur recently, at 22-24, Avenue Victor 
Emmanuel, Paris, the French Minister of Com- 
merce spoke of the services which had been created 
with a view to helping the business world, and par- 
ticularly of the Office National du Commerce 
Extérieur, commenting upon the fact that the 
premises of this institution were purchased and fur- 
nished without the assistance of the State. 

A subsequent speaker invited manufacturers and 
business men to participate in the Foreign Trade 
Week (Semaine du Commerce Extérieur), which 
will be presided over by the Minister of Commerce 
and will commence on 20th June. He announced 
the federation of the Regional Associations, and 
stated that the organisers intended to take an active 
part in the Semaine du Commerce Extérieur,-and 
contemplated the grouping together of producers, 
business men and financiers of the State, with a 
view to studying the solution of the present diffi- 
culties of French economic expansion. 





ESTHONIAN AGRARIAN LAW. 


A translation of the Agrarian Reform Law, which 
affects almost all agrarian estates in Esthonia, is now 
available at the Department of Overseas Trade, and 
may be consulted by British firms or subjects 
affected. According to a ‘‘ Note Verbale ’’ received 
from the Esthonian Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
the estates of foreigners cannot be exempted from 
expropriation, but a special Law is to be passed re- 
garding the indemnities to be paid to the owners of 
these estates. Pending the passing of such a law, 
the estates will remain in possession of the former 
owners. Special provisions apply to persons who 
before 12th July, 1917, were at the same time 
subjects of two different States. Finally, all sales 
concluded after 27th November, 1918, are not recog- 
nised by the Esthonian Government. 
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THE GENERAL EXPORT ASSOCIATION 
OF SWEDEN. 


The Annual Report of the Swedish Export 
Association for 1920, recently published, shows that 
the number of members at the beginning of 1921 
was 1,275. — 

The Information Department points out, in its 
Sectional Report, that the operations of the Associa- 
tion were characterised, on the whole, by great an1- 
mation until the latter half of the year, when a 
gradual but increasing decline became perceptible 
following upon the setback in Swedish export trade. 

Swedish exports during the year under review, 
it is stated, in the case of most articles exceeded 
those of 1919. ‘he first two quarters of 1920 held 
out certain promises of a return to more normal con- 
ditions, inasmuch as at that time a powerful boom 
took place in business with foreign countries. The 
commodities which headed the list in this connec- 
tion were the most important staple articles of 
Swedish production—wood goods, wood pulp and 
paper. As regards wood goods, large contracts were 
concluded in the beginning of the year for shipment 
to the United Kingdom, France, Holland, Spain, 
Belgium, South Africa, and Mediterranean lands; 
and despite the fact that a marked change after- 
wards made itself felt, the totals of timber exports 
were nevertheless favourable as compared with 1919 
and 1915. 

The need for wood pulp also made itself very 
strongly felt all the world over during the greater 
part of the year, and led to a brisk demand from 
abroad. During the late summer, however, there 
was a heavy decline in demand, and the only buyer 
of importance then was the United States, where 
the acute shortage of newsprint during 1920 led to 
the placing of considerable orders in Sweden. 

The export of paper had a record year, with a 
result which far surpassed that of 1919. But here, 
too, there was discerned the appearance of a decline 
during the last months of the year. 

The export of iron ore was on a larger scale than 
during 1919, owing to the fact that the German 
iron industry had again begun to return to a state 
of equilibrium, but in comparison with the export 
during a normal year it continued to be unsatisfac- 
tory. The iron and steel industry and the engineer- 
ing industry in general were able to keep their 
exports going on the same scale as in the preceding 
year, except for certain special articles; but the 
fourth quarter of 1920 was a very critical time for 
many concerns. 

One of the factors which had a crippling effect on 
exports during 1920 was the strong position of 
Swedish currency. Owing to this, countries such 
as Germany, Poland, the Baltic Lands, France, 
Italy, Finland, and even Norway and Denmark, 
were not able to buy Swedish goods to any great 
extent. Moreover, Germany, favoured by her low 
currency, was able to underbid Swedish offers con- 
siderably on some of the most important Swedish 
inarkets—even the home market. 


The Sample Fair idea caught on more and more 
during the year in different countries; and there are 
many indications that Fairs will play a very impor- 
tant part in the exchange of commodities between 
countries during the next few years. At the Lyons 
Autumn Fair a number of the largest Swedish indus- 
tries took part; and at Barcelona, where an Inter- 
national Fair was held for the first time, Sweden 
mustered exhibits which, though small, were repre- 
sentative. Belgium also arranged an International 
Fair at Brussels, where the sales attained imposing 
dimensions and where a few Swedish firms appeared. 

As in the preceding year, two National Fairs were 
arranged in Sweden during 1920, one in Gothen- 
burg and one in Malmo. 





Exhibitions and Fairs. 





PROPOSED FAIR AT LEMBERG. 


The Department of Overseas Trade is informed 
that at a meeting of the leading bankers and mer- 
chants at the Lemberg Chamber of Commerce, a 
resolution was passed for the organisation of a 
Sample Fair to be held twice a year in that town. 

An organising committee has been formed, and 
it is hoped to hold the first Fair in the autumn of 
this year, provided that suitable buildings can be 
procured. 





ESTHONIAN TRADE EXHIBITION. 

H.M. Consul at Reval suggests that, as the main 
interest in the Esthonian Exhibition which takes 
place from 10th to 19th September this year will 
be centred in the Agricultural Machinery Section, 
the Exhibition should offer a good opportunity for 
British manufacturers in that line to make known 
their products. At last year’s Exhibition, although 
the exhibits covered nearly all trades, the agricul- 
tural and textile sections were the main features 
of the Fair. 

The Exhibition is under the organisation of the 
Esthonian Ministry of Trade and Industry, from 
whom all particulars may be obtained. In this con- 
nection, 1t may be pointed out that Esthonia is 
included in the Export Credits Scheme. 





FLUSHING AGRICULTURAL EXHIBITION. 


H.M. Consul-General at Rotterdam reports that 
an Agricultural and Horticultural Exhibition will 
be held at Middelburg, Flushing, from 12th to 17th 
September this year. 

Exhibits will include all agricultural] and horti- 
cultural products, machinery, farm requisites, 
horses, cattle and poultry. H.M. Consul-General 
adds that the Exhibition will be one of considerable 
importance, and should offer a good opportunity for 
British manufacturers to compete with the 
American and German agricultural machinery 
already on that market. 





FORTHCOMING FAIRS. 


ee 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
Tospacco TRADE EXHIBITION— 
Royal Horticultural Hall, April 30th-May 6th. 
6TH INTERNATIONAL PRINTING, PAPER, AND ALLIED TRADES 
EXHIBITION— 
Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington, April 30th-May 14th. 
Apply to :—Mr. F. W. Bridges, Organising Manager, 36-38, 
Whi'tefriars Street, London, E.C.4. 
INTERNATIONAL RUBBER EXHIBITION— 
London, June 3rd-17th, Royal Agricultural Hall. Apply to:— 
Mr. H. G. Montgomery, 43, Essex Street, Strand, W.C.2. 
ArT APPLIED TO BusINESS ExHIBITION— 
Alpine Galleries, June 16th-28th. 
22nD ANNUAL CHEMISTS’ EXHIBITION— 
Central Hall, Westminster, S.W.1., June 20th-24th. Apply 
to :—“ British and Colonial Pharmacist,” 194-200, Bishops- 
gate, London, E.C.2. 
HEALTH EXHIBITION— 
Folkestone, June 20th-29th. Apply to :—Royal Sanitary 
Institution, 90, Buckingham Palace Road, London, S.W. I. 
LONDON Farr aNnD MARKET— 
Royal Agricultural Hall, July 4th-15th. Apply to:— 
International Trade Exhibitions, Ltd., Broad Street House, 
New Broad Street, London, E.C.2. 
CONFECTIONERS’ AND BAKERS’ EXHIBITION— 
Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington, September 3rd-9th. 
Apply to :—31, Queen Victoria Street, London, E.C.4. 
SHIPPING, ENGINEERING, AND MACHINERY EXHIBITION— 
Olympia, September 7th-28th. Apply to:—Mr. F. W. 
Bridges, Exhibition Offices, 36-38, Whitefriars Street, 
London, E.C.4. 
GROCERS’ EXHIBITION 
Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington, September 17th-23rd. 
Apply to :—31, Queen Victoria Street, London, E.C.4. 
lltrH LonpDoN MeEpricat ExuHIBITION— 
Central Hall, Westminster, S.W.1. October 3rd-7th. 
Apply to :—“ British and Colonial Pharmacist,” 194-200, 
Bishopsgate, London, E.C.2. 
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INTERNATIONAL SHOE AND LEATHER FarR— 

Royal Agricultural Hall, October 3rd-8th. Apply to :— 
Manager, ‘“‘Shoe and Leather Record,” 40, Finsbury Square 
London, E.C.2. 

FirtH INTERNATIONAL COMMERCIAL Motor EXHIBITION— 
Olympia, London, October 14th-22nd. Apply to :— 
Exhibition Manager, Society of Motor Manufacturers and 
Traders, Ltd., 83, Pall Mall, London, S.W.1. 

15TH INTERNATIONAL Motor EXHIBITION— 

Olympia and White City, London, November 4th-12th. 
Apply to :—Exhibition Manager, Society of Motor Manufac- 
turers and Traders, Ltd., 83, Pall Mall, London, 8.W.1. 

CycLe AND Motor CycLeE SHOW— 

Olympia, London, November 25th-December 3rd, 1921. 
Apply to :—General Manager, British Cycle and Motor-cycle 
Manufacturers’ and Traders’ Union, Ltd. The Towers, 
Warwick Road, Coventry. 





OVERSEAS. 
GHENT INTERNATIONAL ARCHITECTURAL ANwi 
TION— 
April 16th-June 14th. Apply to :—Administrative Com- 
mittee, No. 15, Coupure, Ghent. 
TuRIN AGRICULTURAL AND HORTICULTURAL EXHIBITION— 
May. Apply to:—Société Royale MHorto-Agricole du 
Piémont, Turin. 
INTERNATIONAL CONFECTIONERY EXHIBITION— 
Paleis Voor Volksvliyt, Amsterdam. 
Buenos AiRES— 
International Dairying Exhibition, May 8th-27th. Apply 
to:—The Manager, Argentine Rural Society, Sarmiento 
834, Buenos Aires. 
Paris Fatr— 
May 10th-25th. Apply tu :—Comité de la Foire, 8, Place 
de la Bourse, Paris. 
PraGuE AGRICULTURAL SHOW— 
May 12th-l7th. Apply to :—Czecho-Slovak Agricultural 
Union, Praha ii, Vodickova ul. 38, Czecho-Slovak Republic. 
Buparesr OrIENT Farr (INTERNATIONAL) — 
May 14th-27th. Address, Bureau der Budapester Orient- 
messe, V. Szemere—U 6. Budapest. 
PRAGUE AUTOMOBILE EXHIBITION— 
May 28th-June 5th. (Cars, tractors, motor bicycles and 
accessories.) Enquiries should be addressed to :—The 
Commercial Attaché, Czecho-Slovak Legation, 8, Grosvenor 
Place, London, 8.W.1. 
Posen Farr (PoLisuH)— 
May 28th-June 5th. 
REYKJAVIK AGRICULTURAL EXHIBITION— 
June. Agricultural Machinery and Implements. Apply 
to :—Icelandic Agricultural Society, Reykjavik, Iceland. 
Papua SAMPLES Fatr— 
June Ist-1L5th. 
Lima CENTENARY CELEBRATION— 
International Trade Exhibition. June Ilst-October 31st. 
Charge for space, £1 per square foot. Apply to :—Peruvian 
Consul General, 31, Lombard Street, E.C. 3. 
BorRDEAUX SAMPLE Fair (INTERNATIONAL)— 
June 15th-30th. Apply to:—Foire de Bordeaux, 7, rue 
du Maréchal-Joffre, Bordeaux. 
BasLE Hore INDustTRI£FS EXHIBITION— 
June 21st-July 3rd. (Swiss only.) 
GOTHENBURG Fair (SwWEDISH)-— 
July 4th-10th. 
Boston SHOE AND LEATHER SHOW— 
July 1lth-14th. Apply to:—Mr. Chester T. Campbell, 
National Shoe and Leather Exposition, Inc. 5, Park Square, 
Boston, Mass., United States. 
TRANSYLVANIA Fair (NaTIONAL)— 
Cluj. July 15th-August 15th. 
Lucerne. British Dominions Propucts ExHIBITION— 
Probable dates, July 15th-September 30th. 
Rica INTERNATIONAL AGRICULTURAL AND INDUSTRIAL EXHIBI- 
TION— 
August Ist. 
SunpsvaLL Norrianp Farr anp Auto SHow— 
August Ist-7th. Apply to:—Mr. O. Johnson, Norrlands- 
massam, Sundsvall, by June Ist. 
PRESSBURG (BRATISLAVA, CZECHO-SLOVAKIAN INDUSTRIES)— 
August 6th-15th. . 
REICHENBERG Fair (INTERNATIONAL)— 
August 13th-2Ist. 
CanaDIAN NaTIONAL EXHIBITION OF ToRONTO— 
August 27th-September 10th. 
Naptes SamMpeLe Farr— 
Probably September. Offices :—c/o R. Museo Commerciale, 
Palazzo della Borsa, Naples. 
Luxempurca AGRICULTURAL SAMPLE EXHIBITION— 


BuiILpING EXHIBI- 


May 4th-June Ist. 








September (approx.). Apply to:—Mons. B. Clasen, 
Exposition Agricole d’Echantillons, Avenue Montierey, 
Luxemburg. 


[Norr.—The above list is not intended to include all forthcoming 
Fairs and Exhibitions throughout the world, but only to cover some of 
the more important ones, especially those of interest to the British 
manufacturer. Information regarding Exhibitions and Fairs other 
than those mentioned above is on file and may be obtained on 
application to the Exhibitions and Fairs Division, Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1.] 
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Imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 








BRITISH INDIA. 
WEEKLY CABLE. 


The weekly cable received from the Director-General of 
Commercial Intelligence, Calcutta, dated 28th April, is as 
under : — 





Crops. 

During the week ending 16th April crop prospects fair to 
good generally except in North-west Frontier Province and 
unirrigated areas of the Punjab, where rain badly wanted. 
Jute sowings practically completed except for Northern 
Bengal and Delhi districts. Sowings probably short, but 
weather hitherto favourable and bright sunshine would he 
beneficial. 

MaRKETS. 

Bombay cotton arrivals from Ist September, 1920, to 22nd 
April, 1921, were 1,840,000 bales as compared with 2,350,000 
bales for the corresponding period of last year. Bombay 
imported piece-goods market steady; some fresh business 
with Manchester for Karachi and Calcutta markets re- 
ported. 

INDIAN TRADE Returns, Aprit, 1920-Marcnu, 1921. 
. (In lakhs of rupees.) 

Imports of merchandise, 33,551; exports, 25,636. Net 
exports of gold, 914; net imports of silver, 742; Reverse 
Councils, 2,855. Net balance of trade against India, 
Rs.4,967 lakhs. The previous year showed a balance of trade 
in favour of India by Rs.8,844 lakhs. 





FORECAST OF 1920-21 WHEAT CROP. 


A Supplementary Memorandum on the Wheat Crop of 
1920-21 (for the period ending 3lst March) has been issued 
by the Director of Statistics, India, as revised estimates of 
area have been received from the United Provinces, the 
Central Provinces and Berar, Bihar and Orissa, and the 
North-West Frontier Province. Estimates of area have 
also been received from the Jhabua State in Central India 
and the Bharatpur State in Rajputana, for which pro- 
visional estimates were made in the second forecast. The 
total revised area for all-India thus stands at 24,502,000 
acres, as against. 23,563,000 acres reported in the second 
forecast, or an increase of 939,000 acres or 4 per cent. 

The general condition of the crop is reported to be, on 
the whole, fair. 

The detailed figures for the provinces and the States are 
as follows :— 



































Area reported| Increase( + ) 
Present in the 2nd or 
Provinces and States. estimates forecast, Decrease( — ) 
31st March, | issued on | as compared 
1921. 15th March,} with 2nd 
1921, forecast, 
1 2 3 4 
Acres. Acres. Acres. 
Punjab (a) ... _ 8,348,000 8,348,000 — 
United Provinces (b) 6,357,000 5,450,000 + 907,000 
Central Provinces and 
Berar (a)... wie 2,668,000 2,618,000 + 50,000 
Bombay and Sind (a) 1,392,000 1,392,000 ae 
Bihar and Orissa ... 1,097,000 1,098,000 — 1,000 
North-West Frontier 
Province ; 720,000 733,000 — 13,000 
Bengal 116,000 116,000 owe 
Delhi 22,000 22,000 
Ajmer-Merwara 13,000 13,000 
Central India 2,376,000 2,376,000 
Hyderabad ... 515,000 515,000 ows 
Rajputana ... 807,000 811,000 — 4,000 
Baroda 67,000 67,000 ia 
Mysore 4,000 4,000 
Total 24,502,000 | 23,563,000 + 939,000 








(a) Includes Indian States. 
(6) Excluding Rampur State, which reported for the first time this 
year an area of 94,000 acres under wheat. 


Harvesting is in full swing in Bihar and Orissa and 
Bengal, and is nearly completed in Bombay and the Central 
It has commenced in the United 


Provinces and Berar. 
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Provinces, Ajmer-Merwara and in South Sind. Threshing 
has begun in Bengal, Bihar and Orissa, and the Central 
Provinces and Berar. 


AUSTRALIA. 
DIRECTION OF TRADE IN 1920. 


We gave in last week’s issue H.M. Senior Trade Com- 
missioner in Australia’s analysis of the competitive import 
trade of the Commonwealth for the year ended 30th June 
last. Further statistics have now been received relating to 
the last quarter of 1920, and we are therefore in a position 
to give a preliminary review of Australia’s import trade 
for the whole calendar year. 

The following table gives the quarterly totals of imports 
from the chief competing countries. It will be observed 
that H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner has substituted the 
figures for Canada for the last quarter in place of the 
figures of ‘‘ Other British Countries’’ in his previous 
returns. Canada is making great strides in the Australian 
market. 

Out of a total import trade valued at £147,624,492, the 
United Kingdom was responsible for £67,308, 769, the United 
States of America £27,322,565, and Japan ‘£6, 107, 430. 


Tota IMPORTS FOR THE Four QUARTERS OF 1920. 














| Other | | 
| British | Total of 
Qu «rter | United | Coun- | | United all 

| Kingdom| tries. | Japan. | States. ‘Countries 

; | ! 

| 

| £ | « £ £ 
Ended 31st March --} 9,191, S 4 - 467; ogs, 203; 5 819 i186 24 404,479 


Ende °0th June , 
Ended 30th September 
Ended 3lst December . 


ose 15.668 634! 5.125 3571 1, 399,7 157 5! 
.| 20,225, 626) 4.817, 438) 1.995, 191) 


504 935 35,230,889 
7,162,868 41.783.451 
..| 22,223,205! 1,028,563] 1 773,97 79) $'835, 576) 46,205,673 
| | (Canada 
i 


ony.) | 








The ‘ull statement is as under:— 

















Total of 
Classes of Goods. United United all 
Kingdom,’ Canada. | Japan. | States. |Countries. 
£ £ 3 E | £ 
1. Foodstuffs of animal origin 148,928 25,666 1,679 63,262 312,78 
2. Foodstutts of vegetable 
origin se - ‘a 104,423) 11,015 6,212) 154,834) 2,170,197 
3. Beverages (non-aicoholic) 
and substances used in 
making 10,976, ~- 4,711 2,459 492,846 
4. Spirituous and alcoholic 
liquors 389,342 1,780 167 531,702 
5, Tobacco and preparations 
thereof . as 17,192, 158) 167,916) 259,652 
6. Live animals” 7,017) — _ 470 11,840 
7. Animal subst inces (Mainly 
unmanufactured) not food- | 
stuffs. 433,010) 620 — 4,277 643,446 
8. Vegetable substances and | 
fibres.. 241,129) 1,066 32,370 75,780| 1,077,351 
9. (a) Apparel . 1,246,828) 77,283] 154,895] 841,899] 2,842,958 
(b) Textiles . ..| $,522,447| 15, 545} 923,043] 638,258] 11,019,575 
(c) Manufactured fibres .. 69,657) ] 3,449 4,827) %,908,987 
10. Oils, fats and waxes 43,187) 1,316] 37,554] 929,663) 2,086,782 
11. Paints and varnishes . 99,173) 7,354 730 39,739 155,565 
12. Stones and minerals used 
industrially .. ~——— 232 28 15,803 66,519 
13. Ores and metals manufac- 
tured or partly manu- 
factured 296, 198 10,853 254 28,268 278,543 
14. (a)Machines and m: ichinery 1,073,87 1) 177,437 195} 1,004,755) 2,381,013 
(b) Other manufactures of 
metal. 5,238,5 58| 239,274] $9,179] 2,238,455] 8,024,631 
15. (a) Indiar ubber and angnv- 
factures , 180,501; 80,612 $22; 228,382 693,923 
(b) Leather “and manu- 
factures os ™ - 92,118) 8,672 224; 126,703 259,446 
16. Wood and wicker, raw and 
manufactured ii si 43,101) 49,719 85,968) 835,459) 1,642,172 
17. Earthenware, cement, 
china, glass and stoneware 333,618) 3,610) 238,793 74 507 980,247 
18 (a) Paper... 703,448) 288,824 31,352) 212,252; 1,832,493 
(b) Stationery 424,959) 2,963 7,590; 124,932 586,531 
19. Jewellery, timepieces and 
fancy goods. ; 305,135 6,134 5t ,505 88,605 763,173 
20. Optical, surgie al and 
scientific instruments 125,763 9 058 4861) 117,915 266 ,964 
21. Drugs, chemicals and fer- 
tilisers se 758 457 2,132 28,732) 300,181) 1,618,546 
2°. Miscellaneous ..-| 1,365,148 14,402 64,708; 519,556! 2,290,302 
23. Gold, silver and bronze 
specie . . : 2,552 —- 1,389) 7,489 
Total 99 223 205! 1 OPS,563] 1.773.979) 8.835.576| 46,205 673 























NEW ZEALAND. 


PUBLIC WORKS 





DEVELOPMENT. 


The following announcements of Or ders-in-Council appear 
in a recent issue of the ‘‘ New Zealand Gazette,’ 
consent to the raising of a number of loans by local authori- 
ties, including : — 
(1) £25,000 by the Auckland and Suburban Drainage 

Board for drainage purposes. 


AND ELECTRICAL 


’ giving 
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(2) £10,000 by the Devonport Borough Council for 
street improvements. 

(3) £6,000 by the Kaponga Town Board for extension 
of electric lighting works. 

Notifications that certain proposals to raise loans had 
been carried by polls of ratepayers include the following : — 

(1) £35,500 by the Borough of Hawera, for drainage, 

water supply and other works. 

(2) £19, 275 by the New Lynn Town Board for water 
supply by reticulation; drainage, and other 
works. 

(3) £7,000 by the Waimairi County Council for the 
installation of electric mains, and other public 











works. 
CANADA. 
COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL 


CONDITIONS IN ONTARIO. 
(From the Office of H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 


ToRONTO. 

The steadiness and orderliness of liquidation in Canada, 
states a recent report issued by the Canadian Bank of 
Commerce, has created a measure of confidence which will 
greatly aid further progress tow wrds normal conditions, for, 
although deflation is taking place, it cannot be said that 
the readjustment has been too rapid, or that business 
casualties have been as numerous as was at first anticipated. 
Prices continue to fall at a moderate rate, and while unem- 
ployment is above the normal, it is mitigated by manu- 
facturers and others employing as many as possible on part 
time. Meanwhile, the readjustment of wage scales is pro- 
ceeding without giving rise to an abnormal number of 
disputes. 


Errect oF Hicgu TRANSPORTATION CHARGES. 


The cost of carrying on business, however, is still onerous, 
particularly as a result of taxation and transportation 
charges. From the former there is for the present but 
little chance of relief; on the other hand, it should be 
possible to effect such changes as will reduce the cost of 
moving merchandise from one part of the Dominion to 
another. In 1920 this service cost 100,000,000 dols. more 
than in 1919, of which a large proportion is attributable 
to operation costs. The lack of adjustment in transporta- 
tion costs to correspond with that taking place in many 
spheres of commercial activity constitutes a serious obstruc- 
tion to trade. 


Boots AND SHOES. 


It is estimated that the maximum absorptive capacity 
for shoes of the Canadian market is approximately 
17,000,000 pairs a year. The greater part of this demand 
is supplied from domestic sources, and the number 
of shoes imported from the United States has decreased 
considerably in the last few years. Last year 673,398 pairs 
of shoes valued at 2,067,541 dols. were exported, more than 
two-thirds being women’s shoes, as compared with 1,930,379 
pairs exported in 1914. Slippers are not included in the 
1920 figures. 


DECLINE IN PuLrP AND PAPER ExXports. 


Canadian exports of pulp and paper for the month of 
February were valued at 8,668,815 dols., compared with 
9,391,927 dols. in February, 1920, a decline of 723,112 dols., 
and were 994,236 dols. below those of the preceding month. 
The February returns marked the first actual net decline 
in the total value of these exports in almost four years, 
during which the price movement has been consistently 
upward. The decline affected all grades of paper and pulp 
except book paper, which showed an increase of 3,742 ewt. 
for the month. The decline in value was less marked than 
the decline in volume, newsprint showing a falling off of 
10,497 tons, chemical pulp 18,987 tons, and mechanical pulp 
9,018 tons, as compared with February last year. The 
following table shows the full comparisons : — 


Increase (+) or 











1920. 1921. Decrease (—) 

February. Dols. Dols. Dols. 
fe 6,304,388 7,039,839 + 735,461 
Chemical pulp ‘2,615,156 1,384,927 — 1,230,229 
Mechanical pulp 472,383 244,049 — 228,334 
— rerereen 9,391,927 8,668,815 Net —723,112 
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The destinations of the exports were:—Paper: United 
Kingdom, 138,687 dols.; United States, 5,818,447 dols. ; 
other countries, 1,082,705 dols. Pulp: United Kingdom, 
106,816 dols. ; United States, 1,263,338 dols. ; other countries, 
958,822 dols. 


REDUCTION IN Exrort Price or NEWSPRINT. 


The Canadian Export Paper Company, I[td., has 
announced a reduction of one cent per |b. in the export 
price of newsprint to 5} cents per lb. as from 1st April. 
The new price will apply until the end of June. 





RHODESIA. 





GROWTH OF AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY. 


In his council address to the Association of Chambers of 
Commerce of Rhodesia recently, the Association President 
dealt with the steady increases in the production of agri- 
cultural products in the country as revealed from a study 
of import and export figures. 

From 1914 to 1919 the balance of trade was always in 
favour of this country, that is to say, the value of the 
exports was always higher than the value of the imports, 
but in 1919 the reverse became the case, and the imports 
topped the exports to the extent of £60,000 to £70,000. 
The figures were not out for 1920, but certain statistics 
were available from the Statistician’s Office at the Cape to 
the end of November, which indicated that the value of 
the imports during 1920 also was going to show a figure 
very much higher than the value of the exports. 


INCREASE OF RHODESIAN DatRy PRODUCE. 


From the returns for the months ending November, 1920, 
he had some interesting figures regarding the imports of 
South African produce when compared with those for the 
corresponding period of 1919. Of butter 31 tons were im- 
ported in 1919, but in 1920 only 23 tons were imported. 
Of cheese 51 tons were imported in 1919 against 42 tons in 
1920. Of eggs 90 tons came in 1919 compared with 48 tons 
in 1920. In times such as these, these figures might not 
convey all they would do in normal times, but it did seem 
that they were increasing the production of agricultural 
items very considerably. The effect of the creameries and 
the cheese factories was becoming more and more patent, 
and these were the solid things on which a country’s success 
was built. Of meat, fresh, frozen and preserved, hams and 
bacon, 96 tons were imported in 1919 compared with 83 
tons in 1920. The figures regarding potatoes were extra- 
ordinary. They differed so widely that one wanted some 
explanation. There were 438 tons imported in 1919, and 
only 32 tons in 1920. Ti is supposed that orders for large 
quantities of seed potatoes were not executed. The main 
point to be noted was that Rhodesia’s agricultural products 
were increasing considerably. 

In the list of exports there were many pleasing features, 
too. About 2,000 head of cattle a month had been going 
out during the last two or three years, and the figures 
appeared to increase progressively. In 1919, 19,700 head 
of cattle were exported, valued at £190,800, while in 1920, 
23,500 went out, valued at £229,000. Whether the export 
of cattle could be kept up on satisfactory lines remained 
to be seen. 


In spite of the difficulties that had been experienced, 
the value of maize exported rose from a little under 
£200,000 in the eleven months of 1919 to over £400,000 in 
the same period of 1920. The difficulties with regard to 
the export of maize and the precautions that should be 
taken in regard to it for the next season would be matters 
for serious deliberation, and he hoped that as a result of 
that, and with the assistance of the General Manager of 
Railways, something of practical value would be arrived 


at to help the farmers. It was a very great misfortune that 


just the time when the greatest difficulty with regard to 
transport was experienced should have been the time when 
the world’s market for maize suddenly dropped. The 
fig.res regarding maize were reflected in the exports of 
maize meal. lor the eleven months of 1919 the value was 
£41,900, which rose to £119,100 in 1920. The export of 
hams and bacon was increasing. They had two or three 
factories running now, and he hoped they were prospering. 
The value of the exports had increased from £4,950 in 1919 
to £8,200 in 1920. Ox and cow hides and skins were an 
item which the general public probably did not notice, but 
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it was one of considerable value. The exports went up 
from £98,000 in 1919 to £138,000 in 1920. 

It might be said in criticism that owing to the enhanced 
prices of raw material these figures did not convey much, 
but the President stated that the volume had gone up as 
well as the value. 





SOUTH AFRICA. 
EXPORT OF MAIZE AND THE 1919-20 CROP. 


The price of maize in Europe depends almost entirely on 
Argentine production, states the ‘‘ Journal of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture ’’ (Union of South Africa) in _ pre- 
senting the following comparative figures of maize produc- 
tion in Argentina and the Union: — 





1919. 1920. 

Bags. Bags. 
pS reer 62,840,000 ...... 72,497,000 
South Africa _......... 11,598,000 ...... 12,327,000 


On 19th August, 1920, the Controller of Imports and 
Exports called for applications for the export of 500,000 
bags of maize or maize meal, and on 13th October he asked 
for applications for the export of a further 500,000 bags. 

Allotments were made of 498,433 bags on 9th and 10th 
September, 1920, and of 591,250 bags on 27th and 28th 
October, a total of 1,089,683 bags. Of the total allotment 
of 1,089,683 bags, 275,000 bags went to co-operative 
societies. 

According to the Union Railway Administration, the 
quantities railed were:—September, 74,551 bags; October, 
211,383 bags; November, 160,566 bags; December, 105,116 
bags—a total of 551,616 bags. The Administration has 
stated that it was in a position to rail much more than 
these quantities, but was not required by exporters to 
do so. 

The system of permits for the export of maize was 
withdrawn on 23rd November, 1920, and between Ist 
December, 1920, and 3lst January, 1921, the maize railed 
to the coast for export amounted to 292,207 bags, while 
the quantity of maize products railed totalled 100,390 


bags. 





EUROPE. 





GERMANY. 





FRANCO-GERMAN PLANS IN THE 
PALATINATE ELECTRIC INDUSTRY. 


It is reported that the Homburg power station of the 
Pfalzwerke A.G. (belonging to the Rheinische Elektricitaets 
A.G.) is to be made the centre of a new Franco-German 
company in which a French group is to participate with 
GO per cent., 7.e., 18 million marks. In addition, states the 
‘‘ Frankfurter Zeitung,’’ further funds are intended to be 
procured by the issue of 70,000,000 marks’ worth of deben- 
tures. 

It must be pointed out, however, that the whole matter 
is still in a preliminary stage, and that it has not even 
been accepted by the Supervisory Council of the Pfalzwerke, 
much less approved by the Government. The Homburg 
power station forms only a part of the works of the Pfalz- 
werke, which have been considerably extended of late and 
need large sums for the purpose of working and completing 
their extensions. The share capital, of which the 
Rheinische Elektricitaets A.G. holds a quarter, was recently 
increased from 7} to 143 million marks, and a debenture 
issue of a further 30 million marks was also made. The 
debentures, therefore, now amount approximately to a 
total of 63 million marks. It is not yet settled how the 
Pfalzwerke are to be compensated for their interests in the 
Homburg power station, which provides a wide area with 
current. 

The internal reasons for the transaction which is being 
prepared are connected with the supply of coal to the 
Homburg power station. The Pfalzwerke experience con- 
siderable difficulties in the matter of coal supply. For 
some time the administration of the Saar withheld entirely 
the delivery of Saar coal, upon which the Homburg station 
depends. Then, when coal was supplied, payment had to be 
made in francs, and at such a figure that the price of 
current rose out of all proportion. It was found impossible 
to remedy matters by obtaining Ruhr coal, as the difficulties 
of transport were too great and the long distance to be 
traversed made freight so high that current again became 
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too expensive. Thus the Pfalzwerke were placed in a 
dilemma out of which they are now endeavouring to escape 
through the negotiations with the French group, consisting 
of the Compagnie Generale d’Electricite, Paris, the Com- 
pany Thomson-Houston and Schneider-Creuzot. 





GERMAN AND AUSTRIAN PAPER 
INDUSTRY FUSION. 


According to the Berlin press, the Leykam-Josefsthaler 
Paper and Printing Company, one of the leading paper 
concerns of Austria, which possesses important cellulose and 
paper factories in Austria, Czecho-Slovakia, Jugo-Slavia 
and in what was formerly Galicia, with water power 
developing some 6,000 horse power, has entered into an 
arrangement for the pooling of interests with the Hartmann 
concern in Berlin. The co-operation is intended more par- 
ticularly to develop the export business of the two con- 
cerns. Both firms have agreed to assist each other to the 
greatest possible extent commercially and technically. An 
exchange of leading personages will take place between the 
firms, and further, the Hartmann concern is taking over 
a large amount of shares of the Leykam-Josefsthal Co. At 
the same time a new firm under the style of Wilhelm Hart- 
mann Papier-handels-A.G. is being established in Budapesth 
with the co-operation of the Ungarische Allgemeine Credit- 
bank. The capital is to be 5,000,000 kronen, and the firm 
is to arrange for the sale of paper in Hungary and neigh- 
bouring succession States. 





ASIA. 





NETHERLAND EAST INDIES. 





THE JAVA SUGAR CROP OF 1920. 


(From H.M. Vice-Consul.) 
SouRABAJA. 


The following figures give the total production of sugar 
in Java in recent years :— 


Tons. 
CC  . dcucsiecasamnicunindeninns 1,799,500 
ED _ sititileiinisatiataadtiies 1,264,800 
cee ae 1,509,200 
1921 (estimated) ............ 1,575,000 


The 1920 crop proved better than was expected, and 
eventually turned out some 50,000 tons over original esti- 
mates. As mentioned in previous reports, the bulk of the 
crop was disposed of very early in the year at high prices, 
and the subsequent enormous rise in the world’s markets 
enabled the producers to sell out their whole crops at prices 
which it seems hardly likely will ever again be reached. 
Exporters and speculators made and lost enormous fortunes, 
but it is satisfactory to note that beyond the collapse of 
a young Scandinavian firm and two speculators the trade, 
as a whole, has come through the crisis in a most satisfac- 
tory and creditable manner, which must be largely attri- 
buted to the fact that the amounts at stake were so enor- 
mous and the business relations of the various speculators 
so involved that nothing short of a most liberal spirit of 
give and take could avert wholesale disaster. 


LocaL CONSUMPTION. 


The Government, as stated last year, purchased from the 
V.J.P. (Association of Java Sugar Producers) 300,000 piculs 
1919 crop and 1,500,000 piculs 1920 crop for distribution 
throughout the Archipelago, and secured the option up to 
1st November of a further 1,000,000 piculs. The sugar, 
through the intermediation of a British firm here, was put 
into consumption at 40 florins per picul, thus well below 
the market value for the first nine months of the year. 
It soon became evident that the estimates of what was 
required for local consumption were very far out, and stocks 
of Government sugars began to accumulate at an alarming 
rate, and deliveries of the 1919 crop went off so slowly that 
it was quickly apparent that not only would the Govern- 
ment not take up the extra 1,000,000 piculs, but would have 
difficulty in getting rid of their 1} millions unless they put 
it on the open market. On Ist September the Government 
instructed their distributing agents to sell on the open 
market, and a few days later definitely returned the 
optioned 1,000,000 piculs to the V.J.P. Out of the 


1,500,000 piculs there were only distributed 59,000 piculs, 
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and the remaining 1,441,000 piculs were sold at prices 
ranging from 51 florins down to 14 florins per picul. 


LABOUR. 


In sympathy with the rest of the world, Java has had 
its troubles during the past year. Numerous strikes of 
sugar mill coolies, lightermen and longshoremen caused a 
good deal of trouble, but in most cases a solution was 
arrived at by giving way to ali reasonable demands, so 
that the season came to an end without any very serious 
stoppage. The outlook for the coming year is by no means 
encouraging. Employers have gone as far as they can, but 
labour does not appear to be satisfied as yet, and although 
the formation of a ‘‘ Werkgevers Bond’’ (Employers’ 
Union) has had a salutary effect, it is feared that the 
coming season may bring with it much more serious labour 
troubles than last year. 


1921 Crop. 


The desire to secure early deliveries before speculators 
had begun to operate led some consumers to open the 
market in June, when the V.J.P. disposed of 400,000 piculs 
Channel, 48 florins, and 400,000 piculs Superior at 50 florins. 
From this time on no transaction took place until the first 
day of the new year, when a sudden demand sprang up, 
and considerable quantities were disposed of at 18.75 florins 
for AA, 19 florins Channel, and 20 florins for Superior. 
At the time of writing (February) these prices still obtain, 
and the V.J.P. have disposed of :— 


Piculs. 
NE “os cites ci enaieianiebnemiiiae 1,589,000 
IE sci asec ssicuscshlcanbabeniasbiacnsniiseiaiidlauleidsiti 1,805,000 
TEE - scepinsinnnininenenemencmminnne 4,943,000 


EXPorts. 


The following table shows the quantities (in tons) ex- 
ported to various markets during the years 1918, 1919 and 
1920 : — 


1918 1919 1920 
British India ...... 364,889 298,440 262,905 
PE  cannamnieunens 328,745 249,661 119,108 
Hongkong _.......... 299,935 170,176 155,473 
Singapore _......... 158,659 58,988 35,084 
BN essssseccee 67 ,307 121,245 50,236 
<i 22,311 50,955 27,195 
WOOD ss wveasesovass 23,635 48,398 11,830 . 
a 265 73,144 80,795 
ny |. aaeiaiiaidibiiaatin 34,732 10,822 16,463 
 —  iheenenaaiaiein 2,950 33,937 23,047 
SE: » aipupilinidnaiiokeas 24,810 3,470 780 
ee — 21,624 9,042 
NE  :ticesdustenitiinamen 9,025 8,371 — 
. rr -— 23,694 _ 
Sweden ............ — 11,565 30,964 
I -- titateeeninaies — 7,020 3,011 
Roumania ......... — 3,984 — 
|, ame — 2,408 -- 
i ita 1,638 — 110 
RS areone — 1,437 10,909 
United States ...... 500 — 209,199 
Belgium _............ — 50 5,007 





SITUATION IN THE TOBACCO INDUSTRY. 
(Prom I.M. Commercial Agent.) 
Batavia. 

Firms exporting tobacco from the Netherland East Indies 
regard the present unfavourable prices in the Amsterdam 
market for tobacco grown in this country with considerable 
alarm. In order to try and improve the situation a depu- 
tation from the Chamber of Commerce recently approached 
the shipping companies, and succeeded in getting the freight 
to Amsterdam reduced from 125 to 100 florins per 800 kilogs. 
This reduction did not materially improve the situation. 
Ten leading tobacco firms, therefore, sent a request to the 
Freight Conference in Batavia, asking that the freight 
of tobacco might be further reduced, and a similar 
endeavour was made by importing firms in Holland. Ship- 
ping companies have since agreed to reduce the freight to 
79 florins per 800 kilogs. as from 14th March, 1921. 

In commenting on the present situation, the “ Soerabaja 
Handelsblad ’”? remarks : — 

Notwithstanding this reduction, Java tobacco 
cannot carry the present freight, the margin of 
profits does not permit a fair price being paid to 
the native grower, who is now giving up this culture 
and planting other products which will bring him in 
more profit. Shipping companies do not seem to 
realise that by insisting on high freight charges they 
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are imperilling the tobacco industry, taking the 
standpoint that the present unfavourable market will 
improve as soon as the heavy stocks now in Holland 
have been consumed, and the buying power of Central 
Europe has increased. 

The opinion is expressed by exporters that the present 
unfavourable situation is largely due to competition from 
American tobacco, of which large quantities have been 
placed at very low prices on the European market; also 
that this competition will continue to hold the price of 
Java coarse tobacco at its present low level. 

The price obtained for Java tobacco is now practically 
the same as before the war. Expenses, on the other hand, 
have increased at least 100 per cent., and freight is 75 
florins per 800 kilogs. against 45 florins before the war. 


EXPORTS OF CHINCHONA BARK AND 
QUININE IN 1920. 
(From H.M, Commercial Agent.) 





BaTAviA. 

A Report published by the Department of Agriculture, 
Industry and Commerce at Buitenzorg, Java, gives the 
following information on the exports of chinchona bark 
and quinine in 1920. 

CHINCHONA Bark. 

The total export of chinchona bark for 1920 is 
given as 4,526 metric tons (1 ton = 1,000 kilogs.). 
Holland and Great Britain maintain their position as the 
principal buyers, but no figures of their respective totals 
are as yet available. Japan is reported as having imported 
473 tons. 

The following figures give the export of chinchona bark 
for the years 1913 to 1920 :— 


Tons. 
TE saeneneinnenrensannenconismincnennes 8,055 
EE —« eabadneiidensiinnkenenenebehenimannns 6,085 
BGES Ce TORS cccoccccevccsscoosess no figures available. 
ET = «ss nsheetcenosnnnnnnonenanencagunnbeen 5,404 
SE seh ksataeeenteseiesenetenennines 4,526 


QUININE. 

The total export of quinine for 1920 is given as 418,861 
kilogs. Egypt is reported as the principal importer with 
124,607 kilogs., followed by the United Kingdom with 
102,477 kilogs. and India with 54,869 kilogs. 


In 1919 the four principal importers were :— 


Kilogs. 
TD. ainetintsinnensanaiiinmmneun 202,235 
United Kingdom ................- 163,200 
TE ‘apcaihutaatinaenniemieaeanD 74,378 
United States of America ...... 65,751 


The importance which the quinine industry has assumed 
in this country is shown by the increase in the export 
figures since 1913, and is well illustrated in the following 
table : — 


Kilogs. 
Ty. _ queneannemsensmnnnensennenianenns 72,507 
- —_-:-saaiddaaenessietitbaiandinatiianiiiieimenans 61,964 
Sy  — bseneneetinineeinennnen 82,869 
o,f nen 115,175 
aan 129,890 
a (naitinecape 252,636 
SS een 640,283 
a minnie 418,861 


The figures for 1920 show a decrease from 1919 of 221,422 
kilogs.; it is, however, generally supposed that there is no 
lack of supply, but that stocks are held up in this country 
by the Quinine Manufacturers’ Association in order to 
maintain the high prices now obtained for this product in 
foreign markets. 


LATIN AMERICA. 


CUBA. 


BRITISH PAINT TRADE PROSPECTS. 
(From H.M. Legation.) 











. Havana. 

Cuba, owing to its proximity to the United States and 
the nursing it has received from that source, is a market 
for prepared paint. Possibly the same may apply to other 
Central American countries, although as a general rule 
British paint manufacturers find the reverse to be the case 
with the majority of new countries, where it is found 
necessary to educate users of paints to the advantage of 
paints manufactured ready for use against rough bulk 
materials or semi-prepared lines. In Cuba, however, the 
demand is for high gradu prepared specialities. 
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There is a good market for the best prepared lines of 
decorators’ paints and for metal protective paints, and also 
a very large demand for cheap oxide paints for metal 
structures on sugar plantations. The two hundred odd 
sugar factories in Cuba are entirely constructed of steel 
and corrugated iron, and these, together with much of the 
equipment, and tanks for the storage of by-products, have 
to be frequently painted. 

High grade material is being sold to an increasing extent 
for property work, but the trade in this is capable of much 
greater development. There is a rapidly growing demand 
for washable distempers. There is a small demand for high 
grade varnishes. 

Considering the very large number of motor cars in the 
country, there would appear to be a demand for motor car 
enamels, but this is not the case. Probably the very fine 
climate accounts for the original finish outlasting the life 
of the ordinary motor car imported into the country. How- 
ever, the small demand that there is for coach colours will 
develop. 

At the present time there is a good market for linseed 
oil. There is also a demand for bulk materials such as lead, 
zine, whiting, turpentine and various colours, either dry 
or ground in oil. The bulk of the trade is, however, in 
the best class of prepared paints and in low grade oxide 
paint for the sugar factories. 

In furnishing quotations it is important to remember that 
the importer is, in the majority of cases, only familiar with 
the United States gallon, and is ignorant of the fact that 
there is a difference between that and the British gallon. 
On that account it is preferable to give quotations in United 
States gallons, and, when possible, in United States 
currency. 





FRENCH WEST INDIES. 





TRADE CONDITIONS IN GUADELOUPE. 
(From H.M. Vice-Consul.) 
GUADELOUPE. 


The Colony is undergoing a severe economic and financial 
crisis caused by a heavy falling off in the prices of its 
secondary products, coffee and cocoa, but more especially 
owing to the fact that rum, one of its principal mainstays 
since the war, is now unsaleable on the home market in 
France. Moreover, its staple crop, that of the sugar 
cane, is late, and most probably will be short in conse- 
quence of unfavourable weather conditions which prevailed 
during the last season. 

As regards the two first-mentioned products, these are 
affected, in common with most of the world’s commodities, 
by the general decline in prices, whilst rum has not only 
dropped heavily in value, but in reality there is no outlet 
for the article at present on the French market. This is 
attributable partly to over-production following the 
sudden ending of the war and the cessation of the special 
demand for that commodity, and partly to an excessively 
high consumption duty of 10 francs per litre levied thereon 
by the French Government. 

However, the fact remains that during the war there 
was a large demand for the article, and very high prices, 
amounting to 900 francs per hectolitre, were paid for it in 
France. This created quite a boom in the rum industry 
throughout the island. Many new distilleries, besides 
those already existing, were put up at great costs. Money 
was rather liberally loaned to botk manufacturers and 
dealers by the local branch of the Royal Bank of Canada 
as well as by the Bank of Guadeloupe, the latter through 
its newly-opened-up auxiliary establishment. 

It was generally believed and hoped that prices, if not 
maintained at the same high levels prevailing during the 
war, would remain remunerative, at least, for several 
years after. But none thought a collapse in the industry 
possible in the immediate future. ; 

In view of the fact that the Colony's prosperity of 
late depended largely on its rum industry, it is easily 
conceivable how much harm has been, and will be, done to 
all branches of trade and to the public weal by its sudden 
collapse, also by the slump in the value of its secondary 
products and shortage of the staple crop. The financial 
establishments themselves, heavily involved in loans to rum 
manufacturers and dealers whose produce remains unsold 
in France, had to restrict, if not suspend, credits entirely, 
in order to safeguard their own interests. The consequence 
is there is little or no money in circulation in the place. 
Trade is paralysed; imports and exports are declining, 
whilst the exchange value of the franc remains greatly 
depreciated. 
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Finance and Banking. 





AUSTRALIA. 





GROWTH OF INDUSTRIAL CAPITAL. 
(From H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner.) 


MELBOURNE. 

According to information supplied by the Director of the 
Commonwealth Bureau of Commerce and Industry, the 
total issues of fresh capital authorised in respect to both 
new and existing companies in Australia _ totalled 
£111,716,478 from 26th January, 1916, to 3lst December, 
1919, representing the requirements of 6,391 separate con- 
cerns. 

Of this amount £62,926,784 was subscribed in cash, whilst 
£12,571,506 was met by the transfer to capital of reserve 
and undivided profits, and £36,218,188 by the transfer of 
assets other than cash. The amount subscribed in cash for 
new concerns, which numbered 3,428, was £24,841,991. 

Included in the list are 1,596 new companies, formed to 
carry on manufacturing or other production, whilst 1,382 
applications relate to existing companies already engaged 
in manufacturing enterprise. The cash requirements of 
those companies were £51,547 ,907. 

The only later figures available show that during the six 
months ended 30th June, 1920, 1,011 companies were regis- 
tered, their aggregate nominal capitai totalling £70,000,000, 
and the increase of capital for existing concerns amounting 
to £15,000,000. With regard to foreign companies, the 
Australian Treasury has at present applications under con- 
sideration for the registration in Australia of concerns with 
an aggregate nominal capital of £25,000,000. In both these 
cases, however, the figures do not convey any adequate idea 
as to how much money has been invested in the Common- 
wealth. Although a company may have a very large 
nominal capital, it does not necessarily follow that more 
than a small percentage of the amount is represented by 
hard cash. The same thing applies to the foreign companies 
registered here. Although they may command huge 
financial resources, yet only a relatively small amount of 
money is used, in most cases, in the Australian branch of 
the business. 





BELGIUM. 





EXPORT CREDITS SCHEME. 


The Belgian Minister of Industry has brought before 
the Chamber an Export Credit Scheme by which the 
Government proposes to grant a credit of 250,000,000 fr. 
for this purpose. 

It is stated that in the allocation of the various amounts 
preference is to be given to industrial groups rather than 
individual firms. Documents giving full details of the pro- 
posed transactions must be produced, together with covering 
bills signed by the importer or his bank. In other cases 
guarantees in some form or other, such as presumably the 
Ter Meulen bonds of the foreign Government concerned, 
must be produced. 

The scheme follows the first British scheme and the pro- 
posed French scheme insomuch as a certain proportion of 
the risk is left with the applicants and their bankers. The 
credit covers a period of three years. Each individual 
application will be considered by a committee of nine 
members appointed by the King, with final powers of veto. 


EE 
—_ 
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FRANCE. 





PROPOSED EXTENSION OF DUNKIRK 
PORT. 
(From H.M. Consul.) 

LILLE. 
The plans for the enlargement of the port of Dunkirk, as 
put forward by the Chamber of Commerce and authorised 
by the Government in October, 1919, have received a further 
setback by the uncertainty as to the future development of 








SHIPPING—Continued. 





the port if, as seems probable, the Surtaxe d’Entrepot is 
abolished. Some months ago the Commission Centrale 
d’Exploitation des Ports, after studying the scheme, pointed 
out to the Chamber of Commerce that its execution would 
probably have to be delayed for a further indefinite period. 
The Commission therefore suggested that in the meanwhile 
the question of increasing the port’s capacity by improving 
the already existing docks, handling appliances and rails 
be studied so as to better the port temporarily and until 
such extensions can be undertaken. 

As a result of this suggestion a joint committee, composed 
of the Chamber of Commerce, the Government engineers 
in charge of the port, and the Chemin de Fer du Nord, 
proposed an immediate improvement of the railway’s des- 
patching facilities as being the most urgent and most 
effective improvement. The committee found _ that 
numerous docks and extended docking space supplied with 
the best of unloading appliances are of little use if the 
railway cannot evacuate to the interior the total goods 
landed; and, inversely, that it would be useless to develop 
the railway system if the unloading appliances were not 
such as to allow of the disembarkation of the quantity of 
goods which the railway could handle. 

As far as unloading appliances are concerned, the port of 
Dunkirk is exceptionally well equipped, not only as to 
number but as to power of the appliances. The existing 
quay space allows of the simultaneous unloading of 63 ships 
per day at an average of 500 tons per ship, and per day 
a total of 3,150 goods trucks. With the addition of some 
540 trucks per day of goods unloaded from canal boats 
and the production of local factories, the railway may be 
called upon to despatch 3,700 trucks per day. 

With the completion, in four or five years, of the sixth 
dock, now under construction, another 600 trucks per day 
will have to be allowed for. The evacuation arrangements, 
on the other hand, are absolutely unable to cope with this 
amount. Before the war the railway could clear some 1,000 
trucks a day and, thanks to the construction during the 
war, and for war purposes, by the British Army, of a pro- 
visional goods selection yard which raised the number of 
shunting tracks from 22 to 38, it is now able to deal with 
about 1,400 wagons per day. 

To provide the necessary rail facilities the Committee 
proposed an entire re-arrangement of the existing railway 
installations. The Dunkerque-Ville goods station, in view 
of its position between the passenger station and the canals, 
cannot be enlarged; the Coudekerque goods station is far 
too removed from the docks to be efficient. It will there- 
fore be necessary to create an entirely new goods station 
and yard, which is to be as follows:—The actual Gare 
Maritime is to be extended along the line of the future 
dock extensions towards St. Pol, by building a similar 
system of 18 parallel tracks on a slope of 12 millimetres 
per metre. All trucks loaded in the port will pass into 
this system, which will distribute them by force of gravity 
into the tracks of a shunting yard, where they will be 
sorted according to destination. This shunting yard will 
be composed of 46 tracks, and will be for the formation of 
complete trains of loaded trucks. Parallel to this departure 
yard will be placed an arrival yard of 46 tracks, so disposed 
as to allow of the empty trucks being sent directly on to 
the docks to replace the loaded trucks as soon as the 
loading is completed. The movement of the inward and 
outward trains, the circulation of shunting engines and all 
necessary shunting operations are allowed for so that there 
will be no level crossings of any kind, and overhead electric 
controls for the points are to be installed. The construction 
at Coudekerque of a large engine depot, repair shop and 
model dwellings for the workmen, also form part of the 
scheme. As to communications with the interior, it 1s 
proposed to double the Bourbourg to Watten line, single 
at present, so as to relieve pressure on the Dunkerque- 
Hazebrouck line. There will be three main line outlets:— 
(1) Dunkerque-Hazebrouck-Lille ; (2) Dunkerque-Bourbourg- 
Watten-St. Omer-Lens and Arras; (3) Dunkerque-Calais- 
Boulogne, plus the line to Belgium via Ghyvelde. 

The position of this new station is such as to meet the 
future extensions of the docks, and will not in any way 
interfere with them as planned. 

The scheme is not a substitute for the original plans, 
but only an immediately needed improvement to the already 
existing docks, which will increase the working capacity of 
the port until such time as it will be possible, if still found 
necessary, to carry out the whole programme. 

The Compagnie du Chemin de Fer du Nord and the 
Government had settled, in September last, their respective 
financial participation in the cost of this scheme, and work 


had already been commenced by the railway company. 
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Railways. 





UNITED KINGDOM. 





RAILWAY STATISTICS FOR FEBRUARY. 


The 15th issue of railway statistics, which is available at 
H.M. Stationery Office, shows that during the month of 
February there was a falling off in all classes of traffic. As 
regards freight traffic, there was a decrease of over five 
million tons carried, or 19 per cent. as compared with the 
corresponding period of 1920. The reductions in ton miles 
worked under the three main descriptions of traffic differ 
from the reductions in tonnage conveyed, as shown in the 
following table, owing to changes in the average lengths of 


haul :— 





Tons. 
Description of Freight. February, | ir 
1921, February, 1920. 
Tons. ‘Per Cent. 
General Merchandise | 4,836,815 1,437,970 | 22-92 
Coal, Coke and Patent Fuel ...} 15,293,018 3,043,299 | 18°63 
Other Minerals ... ie 4,354,626 829,939 16°01 


—_——-—- + -—-————— + 

















Total... wed 22,484,459 | 5,311,208 | 19°11 


Ton- Miles. 





2scripti f Freight. “i or 
Description of Freigh February, Decrease from 





1921. | — February, 1920. 
| Tons. ‘Per Cent. 
General Merchandise 423,339,042) 148,750,332 | 26°00 


658,066,197) 83,070,124 | 11°21 


Coal, Coke and Patent Fuel | 
a 194,303,574) 69,109,056 | 26-24 


Other Minerals ... 











Total ... ass we {1,275,708,813} 300,929,512 | 19°09 


The average receipts per ton-mile (excluding cost of col- 
lection and delivery) in February, 1921, were :— 





d. 

General merchandise ......... i li a, 2°965 
Coal, coke and patent fuel .................. 1:°345 
IS, .. ccsstniasanniiidinaaeiine 1-826 
GH cctccittcemniemminnne 1:973 


The quantities of roadstone and building materials con- 
veyed in February, 1921, were considerably in excess of the 
tonnages in February, 1920, but other important traffics 
show big decreases, as will be seen from the following 
figures : — 





Tons. | Per Cent 
Roadstone... al oe Inc.| 203,801 | 44°76 
Bricks... ied iin is 53,087 | 14°19 
Sand and Gravel... iad ser ie 39,208 | 15°29 
Cement ie one ro 19,632 | 17°59 
Stone for building - i al 17,242 | 48°81 
Lime for building vee Satle, = a 14,159 45°36 
lron and Steel... ome ... Dec. | 380,099 29°60 
Ironstone Iron Ore »» | 205,423 26°07 
Pig Iron ... sii vn ss 99 | 168,045 44°56 
Grain and Flour ... _ me ) oe 16°89 
Timber... a in . 4s | 110,694 17°60 
Limestone _ _ gig ates 79,898 19°50 
mee caer 1s 39°14 
Creosote Tar and Pitch ... hate cated on 41,041 25°36 
gs 38,684 44°63 
Hay, Clover and Straw a oe 32,610 34°75 
Salt - , , 26,665 51°68 





The average train load was 126-02 tons, compared with 
133:14 tons in the corresponding period of 1920, due partly 
to a slight decrease in the average wagon load. 

As regard rolling stock: 44 locomotives, 40 carriages, and 
3,567 wagons were completed and put into traffic during 
the month. The numbers under and awaiting repair remain 
practically unchanged. 








MANCHOURIA. 


SOUTH MANCHURIAN RAILWAY: 
REVISED RATES. 

The Department of Overseas Trade has received revised 
freight tariffs of the South Manchuria Railway from 
Shanghai and Dairen (including transfer rates to cars at 
latter port), which came into force as from 20th February. 
The new rates are slightly higher than those hitherto in 
force, and may be consulted at the Shipping and Transport 
Section, Department of Overseas Trade, 73, Basinghall 


Street, London, E.C, 2. 








Textiles. 





BRITISH INDIA. 





CENTRAL COTTON COMMITTEE: 
CONSTITUTION AND ORGANISATION. 
As announced in the weekly cable from the Director- 

General of Commercial Intelligence, Calcutta, dated 4th 
April (see the ‘‘ Journal ”’ of 7th April, page 382), a Central 
Cotton Committee, with headquarters at Bombay, has been 
constituted as recommended by the Indian Cotton Com- 
mittee. 

CoMPOSITION OF COMMITTEE. 

The functions of the Committee will be mainly advisory. 
At the outset it will be composed as follows, but additions 
to, and alterations in, its composition may be made from 
time to time on the recommendation of the Committee : — 


OFFICIAL REPRESENTATIVES. 


President: The Agricultural Adviser to the Government 
of India. 

Members: A representative of the Agricultural Depart- 
ment in (1) Madras; (2) Bombay; (3) The Punjab; (4) 
The United Provinces; (5) Burma; (6) The Central Pro- 
vinces and Berar; (7) Sind; and (8) the Director-General of 
Commercial Intelligence. 


Non-OFFICIAL REPRESENTATIVES. 


A representative of each of the following bodies :—(1) 
The East India Cotton Association, if established, or, in 
the alternative, the Bombay Cotton Trade Association; (2) 
The Bombay Millowners’ Association; (3) The Bombay 
Chamber 6f Commerce; (4) The Ahmedabad Millowners’ 
Association; (5) The Karachi Chamber of Commerce; (6) 
The Tuticorin Chamber of Commerce; and (7) The Upper 
Indian Chamber of Commerce. 

In addition there are to be two representatives of the 
Central Provinces and Berar, to be nominated by the local 
Administration from manufacturers or ginners; and also 
the following:—(1) A representative of the Madras Presi- 
dency, to be nominated by the local Government from 
manufacturers or ginners; (2) a representative of the 
Punjab, to be nominated by the local Government from 
manufacturers, ginners or large producers; (3 and 4) a 
representative each of Bengal and of Lancashire. 


OTHER REPRESENTATIVES. 


(1) A member of the Co-operative Department, official or 
non-official, to be nominated by the Government of India; 
(2) a representative each of the Hyderabad State; (3) of 
the Baroda State; and (4) a joint representative of the 
States in Rajputana and Central India. 


APPOINTMENTS AND LocAaL ORGANISATIONS. 


The members of the Committee will be appointed in the 
first instance for a period of two years, and steps are being 
taken to nominate the personnel in consultation with the 
local Governments and Administrations and the Darbars 
concerned. Proposals have been approved by H.M. Secre- 
tary of State regarding the appointment of a Secretary to 
the Committee, and the officer selected is Mr. B. C. Burt, 
at present a Deputy Director of Agriculture in the United 
Provinces. On his appointment the Secretary will be 
directed to submit proposals regarding his staff and the 
place and time of the first meeting of the Committee. 

The cost of the Committee will be met from Imperial 
Revenues. 

Subject to the submission to them for sanction of any 
proposals requiring it under the ordinary financial rules, 
the Government of India leave it to the discretion of local 
Governments and Administrations to decide the composition 
and detaiis of organisation of their provincial and local 
committees. 
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Openings for British Trade. 


[NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS. 
—-British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
‘* Openings’? by applying to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, and quoting the specific reference number and 
country. 

In cases of doubt or difficulty in regard to restrictions on 
trading, reference should be made personally or by letter 
to the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1.] 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 

NEW SOURCES OF SUPPLIES REQUIRED.—Applica- 
tions are frequently received at the Department of Overseas 
‘Trade (Development and Intelligence) from firms in all parts 
of the United Kingdom and abroad who wish to get into com- 
munication with British manufacturers or producers of various 
classes of goods, with a view to obtaining supplies. 

An application has been recorded during the past week for 
the name of manufacturers of the following (among other) 
articles :— 

Safety pins, large, used as kilt holders. 

British manutacturers of these articles now in a position to 
supply are invited to make application for the name of the 
enquirer at the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, Westminster, S.W. 1. 














AUSTRALIA. 

WOOLLEN DRESS GOODS, SERGES, TROUSERINGS, 
ETC.—A firm* in Brisbane desire to obtain the representation 
of United Kingdom manufacturers of woollen dress goods 
(including fancy worsteds), indigo serges, trouserings, linens, 
buckles and buttons in metal, horn and bone. The enquirers are 
prepared to cover New South Wales, Queensland, Victoria, and 
South Australia, and desire to operate on a commission basis. 
(Reference No. 553.) 

ENGINEERING MATERIALS AND HARDWARE.—A 
firm, with offices in Brisbane, shortly opening a branch in 
Sydney, desire to undertake the representation, throughout 
Australia (with the exception of Western Australia and Tas- 
mania), of manufacturers and suppliers of engineering materials 
and hardware. The enquiring firm desire to operate on a com- 
mission basis. (Reference No. 554. 

HOSIERY, YARNS.—A Sydney firm, with good connections 
throughout the Commonwealth, desire to get into touch with 
United Kingdom manufacturers of cotton and lisle hosiery, and 
cotton and silk yarns, with a view to undertaking their repre- 
sentation, on a commission basis, throughout the Commonwealth. 
(Reference No. 555.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





ENQUIRY AT OFFICE OF HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR 
AUSTRALIA. 

The following enquiry has been received at the Office of the 
High Commissioner for Australia, Australia House, Strand, 
London, W.C. 2 :— 

SOFT GOODS.—An Australian business man, with an 
associated house in Java, returning to Australia shortly, is 
desirous of getting into touch with manufacturers of soft goods 
who wish to extend their business with those countries. (Refer- 
ence No. 412/20/7/531.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Official Secretary, Common- 
wealth of Australia Commercial Information Bureau, Australia 
Tlouse, Strand, London, W.C. 2, quoting the reference number. 





CANADA. 

WOOLLEN AND COTTON PIECE-GOODS; TAILORS’ 
TRIMMINGS.—A firm of importers and jobbers in Calgary, 
Alberta, who will purchase fcr own account, desire to obtain the 
exclusive selling rights of productions of United Kingdom 
manufacturers of woollens and tailors’ trimmings, also cotton 
and woollen piece-goods, for Western Canada (Port Arthur, 
Ontario, to Victoria, British Columbia). (Reference No. 556.) 

WATCHES, CUTLERY, SILVER WARE, JEWELLERY.— 
A manufacturers’ agent in Montreal desires to extend his con- 
nections by obtaining the representation of United Kingdom 
manufacturers of watches, cutlery, silverware, mesh bags, 
cigarette cases, and general jewellery, on a commission basis, 
for the Provinces of Ontario and Quebec. (Reference No. 557.) 

CELLULOID COLLARS, GLOVES, DRY GOODS, ETC. 
—A dry goods manufacturers’ agent in Winnipeg wishes to 
obtain the representation of United Kingdom manufacturers of 
men’s shirts, celluloid collars, women’s and men’s hosiery, 
women’s and men’s fine gloves in fabric and skin, children’s 
wool jerseys, pullovers, women’s and men’s pyjamas, and honey- 
coml shawls, on a commission basis, for Western Canada (Port 
Arthur, Ontario, to Victoria, British Columbia). (Reference 
No. 558.) 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 





SMALLWARES, PIECE AND MADE-UP GOODS, ETC,~ 
A manufacturers’ agent in Toronto desires to obtain the repre. 
sentation of United Kingdom manufacturers of piece-goods, 
woollens, cottons, silks, smallwares, gloves, hose, hair nets, 
juvenile wear; also all lines kindred to dry goods trade and 
ready-to-wear trades, on a commission basis, for the Province 
of Ontario. (Reference No. 559.) 

COTTON DRESS FANCIES, WOOL AND SILK PIECE. 
GOODS.—A manufacturers’ agent in Toronto desires to obtain 
the representation of United Kingdom manufacturers of cotton 
dress fancies, serge, woollens, and silk piece-goods, on a sales 
basis, for the Province of Ontario. (Reference No. 560.) 

GENERAL MERCHANDISE.—A firm of importers, 
exporters and commission agents in Montreal desire to get into 
touch with a well-established general merchandising firm in the 
United Kingdom, for import and export business with Canada, 
(Reference No. 561.) 

ELECTRIC AND STEAM RAILWAY EQUIPMENT.—A 
railway official in Kingsville, Ontario, with many years’ experi- 
ence on Canadian railways, desires to obtain the representation 
of United Kingdom manufacturers of supplies for electric and 
steam railways, on a commission basis. (Reference No. 562.) 

HARDWARE SPECIALITIES, CUTLERY, TOOLS, ETC. 
—A firm of manufacturers’ agents in Winnipeg desire to obtain 
the representation of United Kingdom manufacturers of hard- 
ware specialities, builders’ hardware, cutlery, and engineers’ 
small tools, on a commission basis, for the Provinces of 
Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta. (Reference No. 563.) 

GROCERIES, CONFECTIONERY, COLONIAL  PRO- 
DUCE, POLISHES, DRUGGISTS’ SUNDRIES.—A manufac- 
turers’ agent in Toronto desires to obtain the representation of 
United Kingdom manufacturers of groceries (coffee, essences, 
sauces, pickles, vinegars), confectionery, Colonial produce, boot 
and shoe polishes, and druggists’ sundries, oi a commission and 
consignment basis, for the Province of Ontario or the whole of 
Canada. This agent sells to the wholesale grocery and drug 
trades. He states that he is prepared to undertake warehousing, 
forwarding or distributing business. (Reference No. 564.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





ENQUIRIES AT OFFICE OF HIGH COMMISSIONER 
FOR CANADA. 

The following enquiries have been received at the Office of 
the High Commissioner: for Canada, 19, Victoria Street, 
London, 8.W. 1. All replies should be sent direct to the fore- 
going address :— 

BUTCHERS’ MACHINERY AND CUTLERY.—A London 
(Ontario) correspondent would like to secure the agency for a 
United Kingdom manufacturer of butchers’ machinery and 
cutlerv. 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR ROOFING SHINGLES; 
CANNED GOODS.—A Montreal firm engaged in the export of 
roofing shingles, also lumber, salmon, and other canned goods, 
would like to hear from United Kingdom importers. 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR WALRUS AND NARWAL 
TUSKS.—A Quebec firm desire to get into touch with manufac- 
turers in England who could utilise walrus and narwal tusks. 


ENQUIRIES AT OFFICE OF CANADIAN TRADE 
COMMISSIONER. 

The following enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Government Trade Commissioner’s Office, Portland House, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2, whence further information 
may be obtained :— 

FOOD PRODUCTS.—A company in Vancouver, who claim 
an established trade in food products and similar specialities, 
wish to secure the representation of United Kingdom manufac- 
turers, notably of jams, jellies, biscuits, and Stilton cheese. 

MARKETS SOUGHT. 

CHROME TANNED CALF LEATHER.—A Canadian tan- 
nery can export from 100 to 250 dozens per week of coloured 
and black chrome tanned calf leather, and would like to hear 
from importers. 

ASBESTOS.—A Montreal company in a position to export 
asbestos (crude or manufactured) invites enquiries from United 
Kingdom buyers. 

BOOKBINDERS’ LEATHER.—A Canadian tannery enquires 
for importers of bookbinders’ leather made from cowhide, in 
every grain and colour. Can also export razor strop leathers 
and coloured belt leathers. 





SOUTH AFRICA. 


TINPLATE.—A_ South African business man, with long 
experience of the local tinplate trade, desires to secure the 
agency of a United Kingdom manufacturer for this line. (Refer- 
erce No. 565.) 

GLASS, HARDWARE, FENCING MATERIAL, TOOLS, 
ETC.—A South African manufacturers’ agent, with headquarters 
at Johannesburg, desires to obtain the agencies of United King- 
dom manufacturers of window glass, hardware, toys, fencing 
material, hammer and pick handles, shovels, spades, ballast 
forks and steel plates. (Reference No. 566.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 

PIECE-GOODS.—A well-known South African firm of manu- 
facturers’ representatives, specialising in soft goods, desire to 


_ secure further agencies for serges, worsteds and similar piece- 














id 


~_— 4 BS 


— eS SS 


| 


» the 


—“ 
od 


e of 
reet, 
fore- 


1don 
or a 
and 


KES; 
t of 
ods, 


TAL 
fac- 
sks. 


lian 
73, 


11m 
ies, 











May 5, 1921. THE BOARD OF 


TRADE JOURNAT. | 509 








OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 





goods. A representative is at present in this country, with a 
yiew to interviewing United Kingdom manufacturers interested. 
(Reference No. 566a.) 
TENDERS INVITED. 

LICENCE PLATES AND BADGES.—H.M. Senior Trade 
Commissioner in South Africa has notified the Department 
of Overseas Trade that the Johannesburg Municipal Council 
has invited tenders for the supply of 4,850 enamelled iron licence 
lates and badges, and 40,200 brass licence plates. . 
Tenders should be addressed to the Town Clerk, Licensing 
Department, Municipal Offices, Johannesburg, not later than 
noon on 8rd June, and must be accompanied by a certified 
cheque for an amount equal to ten per cent. of the total amount. 
Copies of the specifications, conditions of tender and tender 
forms, and also blue prints showing the type of article required, 
may be inspected by United Kingdom firms interested on 
application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street (Room 50a), Westminster, 8. W. 1. 


ENQUIRY AT OFFICE OF SOUTH AFRICAN TRADE 
COMMISSIONER. 

The following enquiry has been received at the Office of the 
South African Government Trade Commissioner, 90, Cannon 
Street, London, E.C. 4 :— 

MINING AND BUILDiNG SPECIALITIES AND 
MATERIALS.—The chairman of a firm of mining material 
merchants in Johannesburg is now in this country, and would 
be glad to communicate with British firms desiring representa- 
tion in the Union of South Africa in respect of mining and 
building specialities and materials, asbestos, etc. 

Replies should be addressed to the Office of the South 
African Government Trade Commissioner, as above. 





BRITISH WEST INDIES. 
ELECTRICAL ACCESSORIES, CHINAWARE.—A firm of 


commission agents at Bridgetown, Barbados, wish to secure the 
agencies of United Kingdom manufacturers of electrical acces- 
sories, and chinaware, desiring to be represented in the British 
West Indies and British Guiana. (Reference No. 567.) 

HARDWARE, MANCHESTER GOODS.—A manufacturers’ 
agent at Kingston, Jamaica, desires to secure the representation 
of United Kingdom suppliers of hardware, and Manchester 
goods, for Jamaica, Haiti, Panama, etc. (Reference No. 568.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





EGYPT. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

GLASS PAPER, OILS AND PAINTS.—The Egyptian War 

Department is calling for tenders as follows :— 
(1) Glass paper, oils and paints. 

Tenders are due on 18th May, and to remain open for seven 
days. 

Detiestens can be obtained from the Inspecting Engineer, 
Egyptian Government, Queen Anne’s Chambers, Westminster, 
S.W 


.W. 1. 

CARDBOARD PORTFOLIOS.—The Central Stores Depart- 
ment of the Egyptian Ministry of Finance is inviting tenders, 
ty» be submitted up to noon on 25th May, for the supply of the 


fullowing material :— Quantity. 
*Portfolios, cardboard, 70 x 70 x 7 cms. 900 
*Portfelius, cardboard, 85 x 75 x 7 cms. 600 
*Portfolios, cardboard, 60 x 60 x 7 cms. 500 


Porifolics, cardboard, with flap 
28 x 37 x 7 cms. 1,500 

*As sample to be seen ut Central Stores, Ministry of Finance, 
Egypt. 

Sealed samples in duplicate of the goods must be submitted 
with tenders. Delivery of the goods is to take place within 90 
days of the acceptance of the tender. Only those firms with a 
representative resident in Egypt can tender for Egyptian Govern- 
ment contracts. 





EUROPE. 


BALTIC PROVINCES. 

SERVICES OFFERED.—A Russian subject, at present in 
this country, who proposes shortly to visit Latvia, where he 
already has connections, and other Baltic countries, i.e., 
Esthonia, Lithuania, Poland, and possibly Finland, is desirous 
of offering assistance to British firms having stocks or debts 
= require liquidating in those countries. (Reference No. 
69.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 








BELGIUM. 


ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES, MOULDED INSULATING 
MATERIAL, FIBRE.—A Belgian firm, near Liége, desire to 
obtain the agency, on commission, sale with depét, of United 
Kingdom firms manufacturing electrical appliances, moulded 
insulating material, and fibre in plates of different thickness 
and diameter (wholesale and retail). Correspondence in English. 
(Reference No. 570.) 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 


METALS, HARDWARE, VARNISH AND PAINTS, 
TEXTILES, PAPER, LEATHER, FOODSTUFFS.—A large 
British organisation in Antwerp desire to secure, for the whole 
of Belgium, the agency of United Kingdom manufacturers of 
steel rails and girders, blooms and billets, pig iron; minerals, 
chemicals, cement; nails and wire, enamelled-ware, manufac- 
tured steel and iron products; bottles, table glass, crockery, 
chinaware; varnish and paints; cotton and woollen piece-goods, 
knitted garments, etc. ; hosiery ; papers of all kinds, particularly 
high-grade; raw skins, leather, boots and_ shoes, leather 
belting ; and foodstuffs of all kinds, including flour, macaroni, 
corned beef and other tinned goods. (Reference No. 571.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 








DENMARK. 

COTTON AND WOOLLEN PIECE-GOODS, READY- 
MADE DRESSES.—A Danish firm are anxious to secure the 
agency for Copenhagen of a United Kingdom manufacturer of 
cotton and woollen piece-goods for women’s and men’s clothing, 
and ready-made dresses. (Reference No. 572.) 

HOSIERY AND UNDERWEAR.—A commission agent in 
Copenhagen desires to represent British manufacturers of men’s 
and women’s hosiery and underwear. (Reference No. 573.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 

TENDERS INVITED. 

CLEANING WASTE, CLEANING CLOTHS, ETC.—H.M. 
Minister at Copenhagen reports that tenders are invited by 
the Danish State Railways for the supply of 64 metric tons 
of cleaning waste, 18,000 cleaning cloths and 2,000 metres each 
of brown linoleum and grey plush. 

Tenders close on 20th May. Further details are being for- 
warded, and on arrival may be inspected by United Kingdom 
manufacturers and exporters on application to the Enquiry 
Office, Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
Westminster, S.W. 1. 





FRANCE. 

MOHAIR AND CAMEL’S HAIR YARNS.—H.M. Consul- 
General, Paris, reports that an agent in that city desires to 
represent British manufacturers exporting mohair and camel’s 
hair yarns. Correspondence preferred in French. (Reference 
No. 574.) 

INDUSTRIAL, MARINE AND ELECTRICAL 
MACHINERY.—H.M. Consul-General at Marseilles reports 
that a firm of agents in that city, with numerous branches in 
the commercial centres of France and the French Colonies, 
desire to represent British manufacturers of industrial, marine 
and electrical machinery, especially new inventions. Corres- 
pondence in French, English and Portuguese. (Reference No. 
575.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


GREECE. 

AGENT’S SERVICES OFFERED (JUTE, ETC.).—A 
general commission agent, established in Salonica for over twenty 
years, desires to get into touch with British manufacturers and 
exporters who wish to be represented in that city. The appli- 
cant also requires the sole agency of a Dundee jute spinner and 
manufacturer of jute hessians. (Reference No. 576.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 








NETHERLANDS. 

TEXTILES.—H.M. Consul-General at Amsterdam reports 
that a firm of commission agents, established for some years in 
that city, desire to obtain the representation, for Holland, of 
United Kingdom manufacturers of all kinds of textiles. (Refer- 
ence No. 577.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





NORWAY. 

MANCHESTER WHITE GOODS.—A Norwegian firm of 
commission agents at Christiania are desirous of representing 
a first-class manufacturer of Manchester white goods, especially 
madapolams, longcloths, etc. (Reference No. 578.) 

CYCLE AND MOTOR ACCESSORIES.—An agent in 
Christiania is anxious to get into touch with United Kingdom 
manufacturers of cycle and motor accessories, who wish to be 
represented in Norway. (Reference No. 579.) 

SPORTS GOODS.—An agent in Christiania is anxious to get 
into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of sports goods, 
who wish to be represented in Norway. (Reference No. 580.) 

TECHNICAL AND EDIBLE OILS.—A firm in Christiania 
desire to represent solely a United Kingdom manufacturer or 
exporter specialising in technical and edible oils. (Reference 
No. 581. 

SILK PIECE-GOODS.—A Norwegian firm of commission 
agents are desirous of representing a first-class United Kingdom 
exporter of Japanese and Chinese silk piece-goods of native 
make. (Reference No. 582.) 

Applications for names and addresses must. be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 


SPAIN. 

TEXTILES.—A Spanish commission agent of Barcelona is 
desirous of securing agencies for British manufacturers of tex- 
tiles. (Reference No. 584.) 

JEWELLERY, TEXTILES, GLOVES, ETC.—A commission 
agent in Madrid desires to represent British firms exporting 
imitation jewellery, fancy goods, textiles, gloves and haber- 
dashery. (Reference No. 585.) 

CHEMICALS, PAINTS AND VARNISHES, SANITARY 
ARTICLES, METALS, EARTHENWARE, ETC.—A commis- 
sion agent at Barcelona is desirous of securing the representation 
of British manufacturers of chemical and pharmaceutical pro- 
ducts; colours, paints and varnishes; material for electrical 
installations; sanitary articles; metals; fine earthenware and 
alimentary articles. (Reference No. 586.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 








SWITZERLAND. 

RUBBER HOSE.—A Swiss dealer in wine cellar requisites, 
established at Laufon for twenty years, desires to obtain the 
representation of a British manufacturer of rubber hose for 
wine or water. He states that he would import regularly and 
buy for own account. (Reference No. 587.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


NEAR EAST. 


SERVICES OFFERED.—A British merchant house, long 
established in Constantinople, are sending two managers to 
London, who would be prepared to meet, during May, British 
manufacturers desirous of extending their business in the Near 
East. (Reference No. 588.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


CARPETS.—A large firm of dealers in household goods at 
Chicago desire to get into touch with United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of imitation oriental carpets, with a view to acting as 
their agents in the United States of America. (Reference No. 
589. ) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


LATIN AMERICA. 


ARGENTINA. URUGUAY. 

FOODSTUFFS, HESSIANS, AND HARDWARE.—An 
Argentine firm of importers and exporters of local produce 
(principally cereals and flour) desire to obtain the representa- 
tion, in Argentina and Uruguay, of British commission houses 
in the following lines :—Foodstuffs, particularly rice and spices ; 
hessians for bag factories; and hardware in general. (Refer- 
ence No. 590.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 























BOLIVIA. 

HOSIERY.—A firm of commission agents at La Paz, with 
a branch in Oruro, are desirous of obtaining the representation 
of British firms for hosiery. (Reference No. 591.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





CUBA. 

BISCUITS, BEER, LEATHER GOODS, PAINTS, ETC.— 
The Commercial Department of H.M. Legation at Havana 
reports that a Spanish commission agent, recently established 
in that city, is open to accept agencies for United Kingdom 
exporters of the following goods :—Biscuits, beer, leggings and 
leather goods, and paints and varnishes. (Reference No. 592.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





MEXICO. 
SERVICES SOUGHT. 

HARDWARE, IRONMONGERY, CHINA, FURNITURE, 
MACHINERY, ETC.—A large French wholesale and retail 
establishment in Guadalajara, State of Jalisco, reported to be 
of first-class financial status and commercial morality, are 
desirous of securing the services of a reliable firm in London 
to act for them as buyers, purchasing agents and shippers in 
hardware, ironmongery, chinaware, furniture, mining and agri- 
cultural machinery and supplies, tools, etc. Firms accustomed 
to dealing with Latin America will be given preference, 
esnecially those already.dealing with Mexico. (Reference No. 
593. ) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





Customs Regulations and 


Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 
AUSTRALIA. 











RATE OF EXCHANGE FOR CUSTOMS 
PURPOSES. 

Adverting to the Notices which appeared in the ‘‘ Board 
of Trade Journal’”’ of 9th December, 1920, and 20th 
January, 1921, regarding the Law making provision for 
the assessment of invoice values for Customs duty purposes 
at current rates of exchange, the Board of Trade are in- 
formed by H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in Australia 
that the Commonwealth Department of Trade and Customs 
has authorised the use of the current bank rate of exchange 
for telegraphic transfers at the date of export (7.e., at the 
date of ship’s clearance). 

With regard to Continental goods transhipped at London, 
Marseilles, Genoa, etc., merchants should arrange to obtain 
the necessary information as to the date of export from 
France, Belgium, Switzerland, etc., but in the meantime 
Collectors of Customs will accept the date of export and 
telegraphic transfer bank rate of exchange, if they appear 
to be approximately correct. 





PROHIBITION OF EXPORTATION OF 
WOOL REVOKED. 

The ‘‘ Commonwealth Gazette’ of 24th February con- 
tains copy of Customs Proclamation No. 26, dated 16th 
February, 1921, which revokes the prohibition of the ex- 
portation of wool from Australia. 





CUSTOMS DECISION. 

Customs Decision No. 21/80, issued by the Commonwealth 
Department of Trade and Customs on 5th March, 1921, 
states that the headings ‘‘ Goods put up for household use, 
not elsewhere included,’ and ‘* Goods, not elsewhere in- 
cluded, put up for retail sale,” in Tariff Item No. 79, apply 
only to the following : — 

(a) Goods packed for household use or retail sale, which 
would be “‘ unspecified ”’ if imported in bulk. 

(b) Goods packed for household use which are specifi- 
cally excluded on that account from a Tariff 
litem and are not elsewhere provided for [| e.g., 
Item 2381 (J)}. Drugs and chemicals, not else- 
where included, when packed for use in the house- 
hold, are dutiable under Item No. 79, and medi- 
cines, when packed for use in the household, are 
dutiable under Item 285. 





BRITISH HONDURAS. 


INCREASED IMPORT DUTY ON FUEL 
OL. 

The ‘‘ British Honduras Government Gazette ’’ of 19th 
March contains copy of Notice No. 184, notifying that by 
a Resolution of the Legislative Council dated 14th March, 
1921, the Customs duty leviable on fuel oil imported into 
the Colony under the ‘‘ General Tariff ’’ [Item No. 71 (b)], 
has been increased from 1 cent per gallon to 2 cents per 


gallon. 








EXPORT DUTY ON INTOXICATING 
LIQUORS. 

Adverting to the Notice which appeared under the above 
heading in the issue of this ‘‘ Journal ”’ for 8rd March, 1921, 
the Board of Trade have received copy of the ‘‘ Intoxicating 
Liquors (Amendment) Ordinance, 1921,’’ assented to on 5th 
March, 1921, which amends the ‘‘ Intoxicating Liquors 
Ordinance, 1919,”’ by reducing the rate of duty on all 
wine, potable spirits, bitters, cordials, liqueurs, beer, porter 
and malted liquor exported from British Honduras from 
20 per cent. ad valorem to 10 per cent. ad valorem. 

It will be seen that the present Ordinance differs from 
the Bill in so far as the rate of duty proposed under the 
Bill was 5 per cent. ad valorem, and the rate now imposed 
is 10 per cent. ad valorem. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. 
BRITISH INDIA. 


RAW HIDES AND SKINS: 
VALUATIONS. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Indian Trade 
Commissioner, London, copy of the following revised 
schedule of Tariff valuations, in effect from 16th April, 
1921, which have been fixed for the purpose of levying duty 
on hides and skins exported from British India :— 








EXPORT 








Tariff Valuation. 





| | 
Unit. | Old Rate. New Rate. 





| 
Indian: Rs. As. Ps. Rs. As. Ps. 





























(1) Arsenicated and air-dried hides— | 
(a) Cows (including calf skins) — | 
Framed... ia ot DD, 010 0! 0 6 0 
Unframed ... ot a 0 5 QO i ae 
(b) Buffaloes (including calf 
skins)—- 
Framed... ves 1 Tb, 0 3 0 2 6 
Unframed ... ‘an on Ta og 616 1'¢ 
Burmese: 
Arsenicated and air dried hides— | 
(a) Cows (including calf skins)} 1b, 0 6 0 | 0 5 0 
(6) Buffaloes (including — calf | 
skins) _ ws wa 03 6; 0 2 0 
Indian and Burmese: 
(2) Drysalted hides— | 
(a) Cows (including calf skins)} Ib. 05 6, 0 2 0 
(b) Buffalees (including calf | 
skins) _ ios wf Ib. 62 ¢:'01¢6 
(3) Wetsalted hides— 
(a) Cows (including calf skins)| Ib. 05 0; 0 8 0 
(6) Buffaloes (including calf 
skins) ii _ ‘on me . @ 2: ©. 2.4 
(4) Goat and kid skins _ ...| piece} 1 0 0; 1 0 O 
(5) Sheep skins ait eas ...| piece; 0 8 0; 0 8 O 
EGYPT. 
IMPORT TARIFF VALUATIONS: COTTON 


YARNS AND NON-FERROUS METALS. 
The ‘‘ Egyptian Journal Officiel ’? of 7th April contains 
the following revised tariff valuations for use in assessing 
the duties on (a) cotton yarns imported into Egypt, with 
effect from 5th April to 4th June, 1921, or until denuncia- 
tion, and (b) metals imported into Egypt, with effect from 
Ist April to 3lst May, 1921, or until denunciation :— 
Corron YARNS. 
Import Valuations. 
per kilogramme. 
Milliemes. 
Cotton, single yarns, grey and bleached— 
From India— 


NE SS Ee ne oe ae oer ee oer 110 
EN EEE Tre eee ee ee eon epee 150 
From other countries— 
ae aot a 175 
RIESE ier eevee Se aera 180 
Knittings, Nos. 3 to 12— 
EEE TR ee ee a ne One ee 160 
Prom Other Countries ........<..00ececccccccccess.. 185 


Cotton, two-ply, grey or bleached, Nos. 2-10 
and 2-12— 


I I iia 0 las dinleblinletetlindienitinent 160 
I I II occ cdiccnnninnspinnsnninepnns 190 
Cotton two-ply yarns, grey and _ bleached, 

Nos. 40-2, other than Indian ............... 225 
Cotton cable yarns, No. 20 ................:0sc000 220 
Turkey-red cotton single yarns .................. 225 
Other coloured cotton single yarns ............ 225 


Gassed or mercerised, or prepared yarns, 
grey, bleached or dyed— 
RRR SSRIS eee ener ) 
From other countries ................0c:eseeeeeeees 


Non-FerrRovs METALS. 


ad valorem 


Copper and brass sheets, round and bottoms 120 
Camper gleeeia, plain .....25..........0.<s0receso000- 118 
Copper sheets, in rolls, bars, round and flat 118 
gE EIS Gi SL CMa abo 116 
SRS Se een e ARG Uke ha ad valorem 
I ad valorem 
Brass sheets, plain, 24 x 28, 8 Ib. to 5 Ib. ... ad: valorem 
Tin ingots and bars ................0cccc0ceeeeeeees 162 
I oc, cg sadarasngeaemnsapedions 30 


Lead shot 31 


“te eee ee wereeeer eee ereeeseereoreeeeeeeeeeeeeereeeeee 





CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. 





Import Valuations. 
per kilogramme. 


Milliémes. 
IL icnokicencsnnnineniabeooninbeamnetieanaiintentd 
ED idcininapsbnineiehenemenesieentmnnieraeatann 22 
I IIIs ccincaisccn:saiinniign plomasieeaunlanasennadcinnne 38 
I MII ntirsdcnnnconededionsbenaeibbalilauiieintnes 35 
ET IID sc stncnassiandenbicunsadianmbninneniton ad valorem 
SE iting emt 42 
eR Relat inet coer Per SA a ee 400 





MALTA. 


EXPORTATION OF COAL PROHIBITED. 

The ‘‘ Malta Government Gazette ’’ of 8th April contains 
copy of a Government Notice of that date prohibiting the 
exportation of coal from Malta to all destinations, except 
with the permission of the Collector of Customs. 


NIGERIA. 
INCREASED IMPORT DUTIES ON SPIRITS. 


The Board of Trade have received information through 
the Colonial Office to the effect that the duties leviable 
on spirits imported into Nigeria have been increased as 
from 25th April. The import duties now leviable on spirits 
are as follows :— 

















Per 
Imperial gallon. 
£ s.d. 
Spirits at a strength of 50 degrees as ascer- 
tained by Tralles’ hydrometer ............ 1 5 0 
and an additional duty of Gd. per 
gallon for each degree or part of a 
degree over 50, and a decrease of 4d. 
per gallon for each degree below 50 
down to 42 degrees. 
FOREIGN. 
BELGIUM. ° 
IMPORTATION OF SULPHURIC ETHER 
PERMITTED. 


In virtue of a Decree of the Belgian Ministry of Economie 
Affairs, dated 14th April and published in the ‘‘ Moniteur 
Belge’ for 24th April, sulphuric ether may be imported 
into Belgium, without import licence requirement, as from 
2nd May. 





GERMANY. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PROHIBITIONS ON 
IMPORT OF CERTAIN GOODS. 

The ‘*‘ Deutscher Reichsanzeiger ”’ for 26th April contains 
two Proclamations, dated 23rd April, withdrawing, as from 
the former date, the prohibition formerly in force on the 
exportation of the undermentioned goods from Germany. 
These articles may now be exported from Germany without 
licence : — 

No. in German 

Customs Tariff. 

ex 38 Fruit trees. 

ex 115 Herrings (also brisling), shellfish and other 

fresh salt water fish. 
116 Salt herring (also brisling) not cut up; also 
salted herring roe and herring pickle. 

Stockfish (dried codfish) and ling; eels, red 
herring, sprats, and other fish not elsewhere 
mentioned (in the Tariff), dried, salted, 
smoked, roasted, boiled or otherwise simply 
prepared ; edible fish meal, fish roe. 

122 Fresh water crabs, living or merely boiled, 
freed from the shell (crab-flesh) or prepared 
In any way. 

Crabs, prepared, all kinds, in hermetically 
sealed receptacles. 


GERMANY (OCCUPIED TERRITORY). 


IMPORT AND EXPORT OF GOODS BY 
PARCEL POST. 

H.M. Commercial Secretary at Cologne has telegraphed 
to the effect that in virtue of an Instruction of 26th April 
of the Customs Managing Board of the Inter-Allied Rhine- 
land High Commission, the import and export to and from 
the Occupied Territory of postal parcels containing not 





ex 117 


ex 219 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. 





more than 5 kilogs. of commodities (other than precious 
metals, securities, specie and bullion, pharmaceutical pro- 
ducts and synthetic dyestuffs) is provisionally permitted 
without licence. 





ITALY. 
TARIFF MODIFICATIONS. 


In connection with the notice under the above heading 
published at page 456 of the issue of this ‘‘ Journal ”’ for 
2ist April, the Board of Trade have been informed by 
H.M. Ambassador at Madrid that the Italo-Spanish Com- 
mercial Convention of 30th March, 1914, has been prorogued 
indefinitely, subject to one month’s denunciation by either 
Government. 

It would, therefore, appear that the ‘‘ Conventional ”’ 
rates of duty under Tariff Nos. 28, 235 and 426 of the 
Italian Customs Tariff, which, according to the Italian 
‘* Bolletino Ufiiciale ’’ of 26th April, were to go out of 
force on 2ist March, still remain in operation. 








EXPORT OF BANK NOTES, ETC. 

The ‘‘ Gazzetta Ufficiale ’’ (Rome) for 18th April contains 
a Ministerial Decree, dated 15th April, which increases 
from 1,500 to 2,500 lire the amount of bank notes, notes 
of hand, deposit receipts, cheques, circular notes and all 
title deeds made out in Italian lire which may be taken 
out of Italy by travellers leaving that country. To take 
out amounts in excess of 2,500 lire, special permission must 
be obtained from the Minister of the Treasury. 





LUXEMBURG. 
EXPORT RESTRICTIONS. 


A Grand Ducal Decree, published in the Luxemburg 
‘‘ Memorial ’’ for 14th April, provides that, as from that 
date, all goods may be exported from Luxemburg without 
restriction, with the exception of the following, in respect 
of which export licences must be obtained from the 
Director-General of Agriculture, or the Director-General 
of Commerce, Industry and Labour :— 

Cattle of all kinds. 

Chemical and natural manures. 

Coal, coke and lignite. 

Eggs. 

Fodder. 

Gold and silver, in ingots and bars; gold and silver 
coins of all kinds. 

Meat and meat-products. 

Milk, butter, cheese, etc. 

Pigs. 

Stallions. 

Wheat and wheat-flour products (bread and cakes, etc.). 


MEXICO. 
CERTIFICATION OF CONSULAR INVOICES. 


A Mexican Presidential Decree of 9th March (in force 
from lst April) lays down the following regulations regard- 
ing the certification of consular invoices of goods shipped 
to Mexico. 

The fee to be paid for the certification of each consular 
invoice and its copies shall be based on the commercial 
value of the goods covered by the invoice, which value 
must be declared by the exporter in the currency of the 
country in which the invoice is issued, and on which the 
Consular Officer shall collect 3 per cent. in the same cur- 
rency. In no case shall the fee be less than the equivalent 
of 1 peso (gold). 

lf the invoices should be presented to the Consular 
Officer more than five days after the departure of the vessel 
by which the goods were shipped, a double fee shall be 
charged for certification, and shall be paid in the currency 
of the country concerned at the rate of exchange prevailing 
on the day when the invoice is certified. 

No fees shall be charged for the certification of consular 
invoices covering goods included under Sections 211, 244a, 
257, 513, 515a, 531, 547, 558, 613, 623, 643-4, and 646* of 
the Import Duties Tariff. 

Consular fees shall not be charged for the certification of 
invoices which cover exclusively legal national (Mexican) 
or foreign coin, shares, legalised bonds, or banknotes issued 
by the banks established in bi+xico in accordance with the 
law. 

*These numbers cover :—Zinc and aluminium sheets for the 
treatment of ores, impure mineral oils, sulphuric and _ nitric 
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acids, alkaline cyanides, hyposulphite of soda, sulphate of 
copper, machinery for industrial purposes, agriculture, mining 
and the arts, wheelbarrows, detonators, dynamite and similar 
explosives, and matches for mines. 





MOROCCO (FRENCH ZONE). 


IMPORT OF WHEAT, BARLEY, 
DERIVATIVES THEREOF. 


In virtue of a Dahir of 22nd February, published in 
the ‘‘ Bulletin Officiel ’? for 15th March, wheat, barley and 
their derivatives may only be imported into the French 
Zone of Morocco under authorisation to be given by the 
Director-General of Finance on the advice of the Director 
of Agriculture. 


NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES. 


NEW CUSTOMS TARIFFS. 

A Dutch Law, dated 18th March, 1921, amending in 
certain particulars the Tariff Law of the Netherlands East 
Indies, lays down revised Import and Export Tariffs for 
the Colony. The Law is to take effect thirty days 
after its publication in the ‘‘ Staatsblad van Nederlandsch- 
Indie,’’ except in so far as concerns the new export duties 
on rubber, copra, cinchona bark, quinine, coconut oil and 
pepper, which are only to come into force 120 days after 
publication. The Board of Trade understand that the 
Law was published in the ‘ Staatsblad van Nederlandsch- 
Indie ”’ on 18th April. 

The chief amendment in the Customs Tariff Law is the 
suppression of the provision under which goods exported 
on account or on behalf of the Government were exempted 
from export duty. This amendment is to come into force 
120 days after the publication of the Law in the Colonial 
‘* Staatsblad.”’ 

As regards import duties (in force from 18th May) 
it may be noted that although many duties are 
unchanged, the duties on a large number of important 
articles of import have been increased. The duty 
on cotton, linen and woollen piece-goods is fixed by 
the Law at 10 per cent. ad valorem, but a provision is 
inserted in the Tariff empowering the Governor-General to 
reduce the duties on piece-goods of cotton and _ half-wool, 
imitation batiste, woven cotton sarongs, ‘‘ kains,’’ ‘‘pand- 
jangs,’’ and ‘‘ slendangs,’’ blankets of cotton swanskin, 
sacks and sacking by not more than 4 per cent. ad valorem 
(z.e., to 6 per cent. ad valorem, the present rate), if the 
application of the full 10 per cent. rate would make the 
price so high as to throw too heavy a burden on the popu- 
lation. The duty on yarns has been increased from 6 to 10 
per cent. ad valorem. Machinery, apparatus and tools, iron 
anchors, chains, capstans and cables, iron lighters and 
boats, iron frames for buildings, iron roofs and gutters, and 
steel ropes, all of which are at present free of duty, will be 
subject, under the new Law, to a duty of 6 per cent. ad 
valorem (locomotives and tenders, however, remaining duty- 
free). The duty is increased from 10 per cent. to 12 per 
cent. ad valorem in the case of unspecified iron and steel 
manufactures, tin, lead, zinc and copper wares, leather and 
leather wares, musical instruments and paper; while the 
duty on cigars and cigarettes (50 florins per 100 kilogs.) is 
doubled. 

Export Duties.—_The export duties on hides and skins, 
tin, tobacco and birds’ nests are not changed. The export 
duty on mineral oil and by-products thereof is to be in- 
creased by 150 per cent., while provision is made, as 
follows, for the levy of export taxes on rubber, cinchona 
bark, quinine, pepper, copra, and coconut oil. (These new 
duties are to come into force on 16th August next.) 
Rubber. Export Duty. 

When the market price per 4 kilog. amounts to— 





AND 








0°825 florin or less... a vei ne se - Nil 

More than 0°825 but less than 0°90 florin ye ee £% ad val. 
0°90 florin and more but less than 1 florin _ 
1°00 ,, = - 1°10 florin — t ws 
110 , vi “i — . Ow 6=6Cluws lke 
1°20 99 29 29 1°30 9? sae wii 3%, 29 
1°30 ,, 7 7 100 4. «so «we 4% wy 
1°40 29 9 29 1°50 29 ove oe 57%, 9 
1°50 ,, ormore... oe 1% 


ove sie so oe - 

Notes.—(1) The export duty will be levied for a period of three 
years from the date of coming into force. 

(2) The average market price will be fixed, from time to time, in 
conformity with provisions to be established by Colonial Ordinance, 
by and in the name of the Governor-General. 

(3) The duty on rubber in slabs will be the duty on rubber 
as prescribed in the Export Tariff, decreased by 12 per cent. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. 





Export Duty. 
8% of the differ- 
ence between the 
average market 
price and 110% 
of the average 
cost price. 


Copra (per 100 kilogs.) 


Note. —The average market price and cost price will be fixed by 
the Governor-General from time to time for the whole of the 
Netherlands East Indies Customs territory or for specified parts 
thereof. 


Erport Duty. 
Per kilog. of sul- 
phate of quinine 
in bark form. 














All barks 
except | Pharma- 
pharma-} ceutical 
ceutical | barks in 
barks in! boxes. 
boxes. 
Cinchona Bark. | Florins. | Florins. 
When the price per unit amounts to-— | 
Less than 5 cents ... int _ nis wt ae Nil 
5 cents or more but less than 5°10 cents | 0:0: 0°03 
5°10 ,, & . 5:20 ,, 0-02 0°03 
5°20 ,, we ss 5°30 ,, | 0-02 | 0-04 
5°30 4, wa m 5°40 ,, | 0-03 0°05 
5°40 ,. 7 i 5°50, | 0°04 0°06 
5°50 ,, i ve 5°60 ,, | 0°05 0-08 
5°60 ,, ad ae S7e@ . 0°06 0°10 
5°70 ,, ue fe 5°80 ,, 0°08 0-12 
5°80 ,, oe a 5°90 ,, 0°10 0°15 
5°90 ,, a a 6°00 ,, .| 012 | 0-18 
6:00 ,, ss we 610 ,, 0°14 0-21 
6°10 ,, ” es 6°20 ,, 0°16 0-24 
6°20 ,, ss i 6°30 ,, 019 | 0-28 
6°30 ,, v “ 640 ,, Oz | 0-32 
6:40 ,, 7 c 6°50 ,, | 025 | 0:36 
6°50 ,, ve ne 6°60 ,, | 0-28 | 0-41 
6°60 9 29 19 6°70 9 0°31 0°46 
6°70 ,, i rs 6°80, | 0:34 | 0°51 
6°80 ,, avi sa 6°90, | 0°37 0°56 
6°90 ,, - ” a | 0-41 0°61 
700 ,, i i oe «0 | 0°45 0°67 
710 ,, - - 7°20 =, | 0°49 0°73 
7°20 99 29 9 7°30 y 0°55 079 
7°30 , ; wn 7:40 ,, | 0°57 0°85 
ae wy 750, 061 | 0-91 
7°50 ,, 9 9 7°60 ,, 0°65 0°97 
7°60 ,, wi v's 7°70 ,, 0°69 1-03 
7°70 45 ‘ 9 7°80, O74 1°10 
7°80 ,, - + 7°90 ,, 0°79 1*l/ 
7°90 ,, am a 8°00 ,, O84 1°24 
8°00 ,, 19 re 8°10 ,, 0°39 1°31 
8°10 ,, ss a « 0°94 1°38 
8°20 ,, - - 8°30 ,, 0°99 1°45 
8°30 ,, 1 1 8°40 ,, 1°04 1°53 
8°40 ,, 99 99 850 ,, 1°09 1°61 
8°50 ,, 39 rr 8°60 ,, 1*ld 1°69 
8°60 ,, ' a ss, ee ' 1°19 177 
8:70 ,, * 8°80 ,, | 124 1°85 
8°80 ,, a: 8:90 ,, 1°29 1°93 
8°90 ,, “ ‘ 9°00 ,, on 1°34 2°01 
9°00 ,, “ 7 9°10 ,, 1°40 209 
9°10 ,, » 9 9°20, 1°46 2°17 
9-20 ,, i 9°30 1°52 2°26 
9°30 ,, és 9°40 ,, 1°58 2°35 
9°40 |, : " 9°50 ,, 1°64 2°44 
9°50 ,, i 9°60 ,, 1°70 2-53 
9°60 ,, vi 9°70 ,, 1°76 2°62 
9°70 ’ 29 ’ 9°80 29 1 82 2°71 
9°80, a Me 9°90 ,, 188 | 2-80 
9°90 ,, ri 10°00 ,, 194 | 2-89 
10°00 ,, x 10°10 ,, 2 00 298 
10°10 ,, a 10°20 ,, 2-06 3 07 
10°20 , * a 10°30 ,, 2°12 3°16 
10°30 ,, : 10°40, 218 | 3:25 
10°40 ,, be Se 1050 ,, 2°24 3°34 
10°50 ,, os i 10°60 ,, 2°35 3°43 
10°60 ,, a 7 10°70 ,, 2°36 | 3°51 
10°70 ,. x 10°80 ,, | pq 3°59 
10°80 ,, . 10°90 ,, 247 3°67 
10°90 ,, . 11°00. ,, 252 | 3°75 
11:00 ,, . 7 11°10 ,, | 2°57 3°83 
11°10 ,, "i Z 11°20 ,, 2-62 3-9] 
11-20 ,, se 11°30 ,, ae | 267 3°99 
For each complete jy cent above 11°20 cents the | 
duty will be increased by : 0 04 0°06 





be _ ewe ee ree re 





Note. —The export duty will be levied during a period of three 
years from its coming into force. 

The average market price will be fixed from time to time by or in 
the name of the Governor-General in accordance with provisions to 
be established by Qolonial Ordinance. 





CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. 





Quinine (sulphate) and other substances prepared Export Duty. 
from cinchona bark (per kilog.) ae ... Amount of export 


duty on sulphate 
of quinine in bark 
form, from manu- 

factured bark. 
Note.—Export duty will be levied for a period of three years 

commencing from the date of its enforcement. 
The export duty on sulphate of quinine in the form of pills, 
tablets, powders, etc., will be calculated on the net weight of the 
sulphate of quinine contained therein. | 
On the export of pure or crystallised quinine and of salts of 
quinine other than sulphate of quinine, as well as of preparations of 
quinine or quinine salts, the duty will be levied, according to 
provisions to be established by Colonial Ordinance, in accordance 
with the quantities of sulphate of quinine equivalent to the 
quantities of quinine present in the goods exported. | 
Export Duty. 


Coconut Vil (per 100 litres) An amount equal 


to the exportduty 
on 125 kilogs. of 
copra. 
Pepper (per 100 kilogs.) —... ove a .. 8% of the differ- 
. ence between the 


average market 
price and 110% 
of the average 
cost price. 
Note.—The Governor-General wiil fix from time to time the 
average market and cost prices for the whole or certain parts of the 
Customs territory of the Netherlands East Indies. 


Copy of the Law (in Dutch) may be seen on application 
to the Tariff Section of the Department of Overseas Trade, 
18, Queen Anne’s Gate, London, S8.W.1. 





NORWAY. 





RELAXATION OF EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 
H.M. Minister at Christiania reports that the prohibition 

on the exportation of the following goods from Norway has 
been withdrawn as from 13th April :— 

Boot and shoe makers’ goods. 

Cotton, cotton yarns, and cotton goods. 

Felt and press-cloth. 

Hemp and jute goods. 

Hides, calf skins, sheep skins, goat skins, reindeer skins, 

elk hides. 

Leather. 

Linen goods. 

Pyrites; and residues of pyrites containing copper. 
Rags (old cloths). 
Silk and mixed silk goods. 
Shoddy. 
Wool, woollen yarns, and woollen goods. 





SPAIN. 





EXPORT OF PAPER AND BOARD 
PERMITTED. 

The ‘‘ Gaceta de Madrid” for 16th April contains a 
Royal Order, dated 14th April, which permits the export 
from Spain, without restriction, of all kinds of paper, 
cardboard and pasteboard. 





EXPORT OF HIDES AND SKINS AND 
FOOTWEAR. 

The ‘‘ Gaceta de Madrid” for 23rd April contains a 
Royal Order, dated 20th April, which relaxes the restric- 
tions on the exportation from Spain of certain hides and 
skins and footwear. 

The Order provides that : — 


(1) Sheepskins and goatskins may be freely exported 
without limitation of quantity. 

(2) 1,000 metric tons of cattle hides may be exported 
to foreign countries free from export duty, 
through the principal Customs houses of coast 
and frontier provinces. 

(3) 100 metric tons of tanned hides and skins may be 
exported to foreign countries on payment of an 
export duty of 25 cts. per kilog. 

(4) The export duty on boots and shoes (at present 
30 pesetas per kilog.) is to be reduced and fixed 
at such an amount as shall prevent any increase 
in the price of footwear in Spanish markets. 








514 THE BOARD OF 


May 5, 1921. 


ee 


TRADE JOURNAL. 





CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. 





In the event of such increase occurring, export 
shall be prohibited. 
The Order also provides for the suppression of the Com- 
mittee controlling the trade in hides, skins, leather and 
footwear. 





TARIFF MODIFICATIONS. 


H.M. Ambassador at Madrid reports that the Commercial | 


Conventions of 27th June, 1892, and 25th August, 1903, 
between Norway and Spain lapsed on 20th March last. As 
from that date, therefore, the special rates of import duty 
provided for by the Conventions under Nos. 193, 441, 442 
and 613 of the Spanish Customs Tariff went out of effect, 
and goods of the kinds covered thereby, when imported into 
Spain from the United Kingdom or from other countries 
enjoying ‘ most favoured nation’ treatment in Spain, 
became subject to the rates prescribed in the ‘‘ Secon: 
Column ”’ of the Spanish Tariff. The articles affected, and 
the alterations of rates of duty, are as follows :— 


‘* Treaty ” ** Second 
Rate of Column” 

Duty (now Tariff Duty 
out of (now 
force). applicable). 


Pesetas per 
100 kilogs. 
Cod-liver oil, refined, for medicinal 
purposes, the product and origin 
of countries enjoying ‘ most 
favoured nation ’’ treatment ... 2 5.60 
Pesetas per 
cubic metre. 


ex 193 


441 Common wood in planks, 40 m.m. 
or more thick, boards, beams, 
logs, and wood for shipbuilding, 
the product and origin of coun- 
tries enjoying ‘‘ most favoured 


nation ’’ treatment 


Common wood in planks, less than 

40 m.m. thick, the product and 

origin of countries enjoying 

‘* most favoured nation ”’ treat- 
BE ctiktciuminmiannmenadies 5) 6.65 
Pesetas per 


100 kilogs. 


qr 
a 
v=) 
—) 


442 


613 Fishpowder, the origin and product 
of countries enjoying ‘‘most 
favoured nation’’ treatment ...... 12 Is 
It is understood that all goods of Norwegian origin are 
now subject, on importation into Spain, to the higher duties 
of the *‘ First Column ”’ Tariff. 





EXPORT OF SAUSAGES. 


The ‘‘ Gaceta de Madrid ”’ for 24th April contains a 
Royal Order, dated 22nd April, which provides that sausages 
(embutidos) may be exported from Spain without restriction 
of quantity, subject to the payment of an export duty of 
10 pesetas per 100 kilogs. net weight. 





PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 


With reference to previous notices under the above 
heading, H.M. Commercial Secretary at Madrid reports, 
by telegraph, that the rate of surcharge for the month of 
May in respect of import and export duties, Customs fines, 
etc., paid in Spanish silver coins or notes of the Bank of 
Spain, has been fixed at 37:79 per cent. 

| The surcharge for the month of April was 38-01.] 








SWEDEN. 
RULES REGARDING THE TESTING OF 
LEATHER SUBSTITUTES IN BOOTS AND 
SHOES. 


H.M. Minister at Stockholm has forwarded copy and 
translation of a Swedish Board of Trade Notice, dated 
25th February, which contains a definition of ‘ordinary 
pasteboard,’’ ‘‘ artificial leather,’’ ‘‘ leather board ’’ and 
‘‘ chemically prepared fibre board,’’ for the purpose of the 
Decrees regulating the use of such materials in boots and 
shoes. (See the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal’’ for 23rd 
December, 1920, p. 748, and previous notices. ) 

A copy of the translation referred to above may be seen 
on application at the Tariff Section of the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 18, Queen Anne’s Gate, London, S.W.1. 


Proposed Tariff Changes. 


SWEDEN. 


BILL TO INCREASE IMPORT DUTIES. 

H.M. Minister at Stockholm reports, by telegraph, that 
a Government Bill was introduced into the Riksdag on 
30th April to increase, as from a date to be fixed by the 
Government and until the end of June, 1922, the Customs 
duties on a large number of goods imported into Sweden, 
including yarns, tissues and other textile goods, ready- 
made clothing and other sewn goods; china, earthenware 
and glass wares; iron and metal goods; gold and silver 
wares; machines and apparatus; musical instruments; 
wallpaper ; furniture; and brush and basket makers’ wares. 

The present specific duties on these articles are, it is 
proposed, to be doubled; and where the duties are on an 
ad valorem basis they are to be increased by 30 per cent. 

Further particulars of the measure will be published in 
this ‘‘ Journal ’’ as soon as the information is received in 
the Board of Trade. 








~- 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


EMERGENCY TARIFF BILL; 
ANTI-DUMPING PROPOSALS, ETC. 

The Board of Trade have received copy of a Bill (H.R. 
2,435), introduced into the United States House of Repre- 
sentatives on 12th April, to impose increased temporary 
duties upon certain agricultural products; to prevent 
dumping; and to regulate the value of foreign money for 
the purpose of levying Customs duties. 

The Customs duties on agricultural products proposed in 
Title I of the Bill are the same as those proposed in the 
‘* Fordney ”’ Bill (H.R. 15,275), full particulars of which 
were given in the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal ’”’ for 21st 
April (p. 458). It is proposed to limit the operation of 
these duties to a period of six months from the passage of 
the measure. 

The second part of the Bill (Title IL) contains anti- 
dumping proposals which follow in general outline the pro- 
posals of the Bill (H.R. 10,918) passed by the House of 
Representatives in December, 1919 [see the ‘‘ Board of 
Trade Journal ” for 5th February, 1920 (pp. 206-7)]. The 
proposal is to levy an anti-dumping duty equal to the 
difference between the ‘‘ foreign home value ”’ of the goods 
and the actual ‘ sales price.’? The present Bill contains the 
additional safeguard that where the goods are consigned 
and not sold or agreed to be sold until after they pass out 
of the control of the Customs, a bond to pay any additional 
anti-dumping duty which may be subsequently determined 
shall be given. 

The last Section of the Bill deals with depreciated cur- 
rency liquidation, and is designed to equalise foreign 
exchange values for Customs purposes. Under the existing 
law all duties are liquidated on the basis of the currency 
of the invoice or appraised value. If that currency is 
found to be depreciated the duties are assessed on the 
exchange value of such depreciated currency as found on 
the date of exportation. The exchange value of the cur- 
rency of certain foreign countries importing goods into the 
United States is in some instances so low that the amount 
of duty collected is very small. To remedy this the Bill 
proposes to limit currency depreciation to 662 per cent. 
In estimating and liquidating duties. 


_ 
—" 


RECENT OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS. 














Publications relating to Commerce, Industry, ete., recently issued 
by various Government Departments. To be obtained from H.M. 
4 > . bd re 
Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, W.C. 2, and 
Branches. (Post-free prices are in parentheses. ) 

Acronautical Research Committee :— 

Reports and Memoranda. — 

No. 679. Model Experiments on the Pitching Moment and Hinge 
Moment due to Elevators of Various Sizes on B.E. 20 Tailplane. 

June, 1920. (Ls. 1d.) 

— The Distance required to take off an Acroplane. 

aa. 

No. 682. On the Modification of the Performance of an Aircrew Due to 
the Propinquity of a Plane Surface; also Experiments with the Same 
Model Airscrew when Mounted behind a Model of a Power Car of 
Airship R. 32. September, 1920. (5d.) 


June, 1920. 


erg Forced Vibrations in Aeroplane Instruments. April, 1920. 

d. 

No. 687. Experiments on an S.E. 5a Aeroplane with Modifled Control 
Surfaces. September, 1920. (Sd.) 

No. Experiments on the effect of Fairing the Nose of an $.U. 5 
Fuselage. September, 1920. (7d.) 


Engine Sub-Committee Reports, No. 56. 
July, i920. (2! 


Fuel Tables for Aircraft Engines. 
Factory Form No. 954. April, 1921. (Reprinted.) (3d.) 
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Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 





POSTAL SECTION. 





IMPERIAL CABLE. 
SpeEcIAL FACILITIES FOR IMPERIAL TRAFFIC. 


The Imperial Cable caters specially for telegrams between 
the United Kingdom and British Dominions. It works 
directly between the Central Telegraph Office, London, and 
the Dennis Building, Halifax (Nova Scotia), where connec- 
tion is made (1) with the Canadian Pacific Railway Com- 
pany’s Telegraph system to all parts of Canada; (2) with a 
special landline working direct to Bamfield, Vancouver, the 
terminus of the Pacific Cable to Australia and New Zealand ; 
and (3) with the direct cable to the West Indies via Ber- 
muda. All these lines are worked from the Dennis Building, 
Halifax, and a rapid service is thus provided in both direc- 
tions. 

Canada and West Indies.—The rates for ordinary tele- 
grams sent by the Imperial Cable are the same as those by 
other Atlantic cables, but the Imperial is the only cable 
route on which the deferred service to Canada at the pre- 
war rates has been restored. The deferred rate to Montreal, 
Toronto, and all places in the Kastern Provinces is 43d. a 
word. The deferred rate to the British West Indies is half 
the ordinary rate, viz., ls. 3d. a word. 

Australia and New Zealand.—In addition to the ordinary 
service, a deferred service is provided at half rates, viz., 
ls. 6d. a word to Australia, and Is. 4d. to New Zealand. 
The Imperial Cable is the only route on which the ‘‘ Week- 
end letter telegram ”’ service has been restored. This 
service is at quarter rates, viz., 9d. a word to Australia 
and 8d. a word to New Zealand, with a minimum of 20 
words. Telegrams may be handed in on Saturday or any 
previous day for transmission during the week-end and 
delivery on Monday. 

To ensure transmission by the Imperial Cable, telegrams 
for Canada, British West Indies, Australia or New Zealand 
should be handed in at a Post Office. 





GENERAL. 





PATENTS AND DESIGNS ACTS, 1907 AND 
1919: LICENCES OF RIGHT. 


Notice is hereby given that, by virtue of the provisions 
of Section 24 of the Acts, the undermentioned Patents were 
endorsed ‘‘ Licences of Right ’’ on the 27th day of April, 
1921 :—~ 

















No. and Year Grantee. Title, 
of Patent, 

6363/12 Goldsmith, B. B. ‘*Improvements in composition of 
matter and process of making the 
same.” 

3068/14 Soc, Ch, Blum et Cie} ‘Improvements in driving and brake 

: ; mechanism for automobile vehicles,” 
19792/14° **Improvements in the concentration 
of nitric acid,” 

124,191 “Improvements in the production of 
(2729/19) pure concentrated nitric acid and 
26,951 tetroxijie o! nitrogen,” 

(10131/19 “‘Improvement: in met llurgical re- 
Norsk Hydro- duc ion processes.” 

129,974 \ KRiektrisk ‘Improvements in and relating to 
(16021 /19) K vaels' of- ammonium nitrate fertilizers.” 

132.496 Aktieselskab ‘‘Improvements in and relating to 
(18536/19) fertilizers containing nitrogen and 

wae phosphoric acid,” 

134,207 **I.. provements in or rela'ing to 
(250:8/19) J effecting crystallisation from 
‘ solutions.’’ 

16216/15 Frohlich, F, “Improvements in or relating to 

bobbins or the like and to the 

— winding of yarn thereon.” 

128,646 ‘“* Improved automatic brake apparatus 
(12067/17) | for motor car trailers and hind 
; carriages of ordnance.” 

132,045 Paris, A. E. C. ‘An improved automatic braking 
(14529/18) apparatus for braking the wheels of 

[P.tent of motor car trailers and the rear 

we ies i , “ Ent tr of guns.” 

54,672 ichard, A, anc mproved pne i "4 
(20841/19) | — p pneumatic hammer 





W. Trempie FRANks, 


The Patent Office, Comptroller-General. 


GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—Con!inued. 


NON-FERROUS METAL INDUSTRY ACT: 
LICENCES. 

Notice is hereby given in accordance with Section 1, 
Sub-Section 7 of the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act, 
1918 (7 and 8 Geo. 5, Ch. 67), and No. 11 of the Statutory 
Rules and Orders, No. 265 of 1918 (Non-Ferrous Metal 
Industry) that licences under the Non-Ferrous Metal In- 
dustry Act have been granted by the Board of Trade to 
the undermentioned companies, firms or individuals :— 

Harrison and Company, Limited, Granger, 85, Grace- 

church Street, London, E.C. 3. 

Kaye, Harry, 12, Fenchurch Avenue, London, E.C. 3. 
Lazarus and Sons, Lewis, 10 and 11, Lime Street, 

London, E.C. 3. 

David Matthews, Limited, 108, Woodfield Street, Mor- 
riston, Swansea. 








GERMAN REPARATION (RECOVERY) 
(NO. 7) ORDER, 1921. 


The Board of Trade, in pursuance of the powers conferred 
upon them by Section 5 of the German Reparation 
(Recovery) Act, 1921, and of all other powers enabling 
them in that behalf, upon the recommendation of a Com- 
mittee constituted under Section 5 of the said Act, hereby 
make the following Order, dated 28th April :— 

(1) This Order may be cited as the German Reparation 
(Recovery) (No. 7) Order, 1921. 

(2) Any article of the following description shall be 
exempt from the provisions of the said Act, that 
is to say, any article which is proved to the 
satisfaction of the Commissioners of Customs and 
Excise to have been delivered by Germany to any 
Allied or Associated Power by way of reparation. 


GERMAN REPARATION (RECOVERY) 
(NO. 8) ORDER. 


The Board of Trade, in pursuance of the powers conferred 
upon them by Section 5 of the German Reparation 
(Recovery) Act, 1921, and of all other powers enabling 
them in that behalf, upon the recommendation of a Com- 
mittee constituted under Section 5 of the said Act, hereby 
make the following Order, dated 3rd May :— 

1. This Order may be cited as the German Reparation 
-(Recovery) (No. 8) Order, 1921. 

2. <Any article of the following description, if imported 
into the United Kingdom before 15th June, 1921, shall be 
exempt from the provisions of the said Act; that is to say, 
any article in respect of which it is proved to the satisfaction 
of the Commissioners of Customs and Excise that 


(a) a contract was entered into before 8th March, 1921, 
and 
(b) (i) such article is essential for the completion and 
working of machinery or plant which was 
partly delivered before 8th March, 1921, and 
which cannot be used without such article; or 
(ii) such article is to replace an essential part of 
German machinery which was installed in the 
United Kingdom prior to 8th March, 1921; or 
(ili) patterns, drawings or designs for the manufac- 
ture of such article to the value of not less 
than 20 per cent. of the value of all articles 
to be manufactured under the contract were 
sent to Germany before 8th March, 1921. 








GERMAN REPARATION (RECOVERY) 


(NO. 9) ORDER. 

The Board of Trade, in pursuance of the powers conferred 
upon them by Section 5 of the German Reparation 
(Recovery) Act, 1921, and of all other powers enabling 
them in that behalf, upon the recommendation of a Com- 
mittee constituted under Section 5 of the said Act, hereby 
make the following Order, dated 3rd May : — 

1. This Order may be cited as the German Reparation 
(Recovery) (No. 9) Order, 1921. 

2. Any article of the following description shall be 
exempt from the provisions of the sail Act; that is to say, 
any article in respect of which it is proved to the satisfac- 
tion of the Commissioners of Customs and Excise 

(a) that such article was sent from the United Kingdom 
to Germany ; and 

(b) that such article was returned from Germany to 
the United Kingdom unaltered; and 4 

(c) that the property in such article still remains in 
the person by whom it was consigned from the 
United Kingdom to Germany. 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—Continued. 


REPARATION (RECOVERY) 
(NO. 10) ORDER. 


The Board of Trade, in pursuance of the powers conferred 
ipon them by Section 5 of the German Reparation 
(Recovery) Act, 1921, and of all other powers enabling 
them in that behalf, upon the recommendation of a Com- 
mittee constituted under Section 5 of the said Act, hereby 
make the following Order, dated 3rd May : — 

1. This Order may be cited as the German Reparation 
(Recovery) (No. 10) Order, 1921; and shall come into force 
on 15th May, 1921. 

2. Any article of the following description, if imported 
into the United Kingdom prior to 15th June, 1921, shall 
be exempt from the provisions of the said Act; that is to 
say, any article in respect of which it is proved to the 
satisfaction of the Commissioners of Customs and Excise 

(a) that a contract was entered into before 8th March, 
1921; and 

(b) that a sum of not less than 20 per cent. of the 
purchase price was irrevocably paid before 8th 
March, 1921, in pursuance of such contract. 





GERMAN 





EX ENEMY VESSELS SEIZED 
BY PORTUGAL. 

With reference to the notifications which were published 
in the ‘‘ London Gazette ’’ of 22nd and 29th October last, 
relative to cargoes found on board the enemy vessels seized 
in Portuguese India, H.M. Minister in Lisbon is now in- 
formed by the Portuguese Government that the period 
within which claims in respect of these cargoes must be 
presented has been extended to 3lst May next. 


CARGOES 


ont. 
—" 








BOOKS, ETC., RECEIVED. 

Pacific Ports Manual of Foreign Trade, Port Charges, 
Terminal Facilities.—Sixth Edition, 1920. 
Pacific Ports, Inc., Seattle, U.S.A. 

Official Year Book of the Commonwealth of Australia, No. 


13, 1920. Prepared under instructions from the Minister 


of State for Home and Territories by G. H. Knibbs, C.M.G., 
Commonwealth Statistician. 

This volume, issued by the Commonwealth Bureau of 

Census and Statistics, Melbourne, contains informative 


articles on Australia and statistics for the period 
1901-1919. 





Published by 





Commercial Returns. 


COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 
THE WEEKLY RETURN. 








Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported « 


at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the’ 
week and the 17 weeks ended 28th April, 1921. 
Week | 17 Weeks) 
ended | ended © 





: 
Week 17 Weeks | 
ended | ended 
28th April,! 28th April, 

1921. | 


1921. 1921. 











Bales. Bales. | 
— 466,156 1,937 | 
9,951 a 
14,254 418 
85,779 1,753 
62,5164 103 


| Bales. 
American 13,857 
Brazilian ‘ 1,751 
East Indian ... “a —_ 
Egyptian ae — 
Miscellaneous 1,881* 


Total 


1,641 
6,843 
15,552 





17,489 638, 656 4,211 106,205 








_—_—— 
: 








* Including 1,000 bales British West Indian. 





28th April, 28th April, 
| 1921. 4 


| ll 
IM PORTS. Exports, 
| 


—_ 
Bales, — 
77,218 — 


4,951 4 


+ Including 2,530 bales British West Indian, 10,618 bales British West African, 


7,515 bales British East African, and 1,455 bales Foreign East African. 





CORN PRICES. 


Statement showing the average price of British Corn per quarter 
of 8 bushels Imperial Measure,* as received from the In- 
spectors of Corn Returns in the week ended 30th April, 

1921, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882 :— 


ee ae ee . — 


Average Price, 





| Wheat. Oats. 


| Barley. 





Week ended 30th April, 1921. 7 37 
Corresponding week in— 
1914... 

1915 
1916 
1917 
1918 
1919... 
1920... 


s. 4d. | s. d. s 


18 
| 33 § 32 
| 5s 32 1 
64 4 
| 56 ! 47 
62 48 
| 84 56 





© WS Vest s7 oho 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns 


of purchases of British corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns — 
in any other measure than the imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed © 
measure, that officer shall convert such returns into the imperial bushel, and 7 
in the case of weight or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the ~ 
rate of sixty imperial pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty imperial pounds | 
for every bushel of barley, and thirty-nine imperial pounds for every bushel 


of oats. 





BOARD OF TRADE COMMITTEES. 





We give below a list of the Board of Trade Committees which are at present in being. The names of the 
Secretaries and their addresses are added so that enquiries concerning the work of any of these Committees may be 
This list will be kept up to date,and published at intervals for the convenience | 


directed to the proper quarter. 
of the public. 
Committee. 


British Industries 
Fairs Committee. 


Headquarters. 
35, Old Queen 
Street, S.W.1. 


Secretary. 
A. G. Chuter, 
M.B.E. 


Headquarters. 
46, Victoria St., 
S.W.1. 


Secretary. 
W. G. Nott-Bower. 


Committee. 
Miners’ Welfare 
Fund Committee. 


Dyestuffs Advisory 
Licensing 
Committee. 

Electrical Com- 
munication with 
Lighthouses 
Committee. 

Empire Cotton 
Growing Com- 
mittee. 

Empire Flax 
Growing Com- 
mittee. 

Gas: Committee on 
Incombustible 
Constituents in. 

Gas : Carbon 
Monoxide Com- 
mittee. 

Merchant Shipping 
Advisory Com- 
mittee. 

Mining Examina- 
tions, Board for. 

Miners’ Lamps 
Committee. 


W. Graham, 
M.B.E. 


R. H. Haylett. 


L. G. Kilby 

Ss. E. J. Brady, 
M.B.F. 

W. H. L. Patterson. 

H. L. Spencer. 


H. Leak. 


W. W. Ware. 


E. G. Fudge. 


Danlee Buildings, 
Spring Gardens, 
Manchester. 
Great George 
Street, S.W.1. 


Great George 
Street, S.W.1. 


Great George 
Street, S.W.1. 


Great George 
Street, S.W.1. 


Great George 
Street, S.W.1 


Great George 
Street, S.W.1. 


46, Victoria St., 
S.W.1. 

46, Victoria St., - 
S.W.1. 


Oil in Harbours, J. R. Willis. 
Waterways, etc., 

Committee on. 

Pilotage Advisory R. J. N. Clean. 
Committee. 

Profiteering Acts, 
1919-20, Central 
Committee. 

Securing of Shafts 
Committee. 
(Mines Department). 

Ships’ Lights A. 8S. Hoskin. 
Committee. J. W. T. Walsh. 

Spontaneous Com- J. A. Kilpatrick. 
bustion of Coal in 
Mines Committee. 

Water Power 
Resources Com- 
mittee. 

Water Power 
Resources of 
Treland, Sub- 
Committee. 

Watertight Sub- 
division of 
Merchant Ships, 
Committee on. 


S. H. MeQuown. 


C. D. Mottram. 


T. Turner. 


Professor H. H. 
Jeffeott. 


W. J. Wilton. 


Great George 
Street, S.W.1. 


Great George 
Street, S.W.1. 

54, Victoria St., 
S.W.1. 


55, Francis Road, 


Edgbaston, 
Birmingham. 
Great George 
Street, S.W.1. 
46, Victoria St., 
S.W.1. 


Great George 
Street, S.W.1. 


Royal College of 
Science, Dublin, 
Ireland. 


54, Victoria St., 
S.W.1. 





552 


951 


205 


—_————_———— 


frican, 


‘eturns 
eturns 
cighed 
‘l, and 
at the 
rounds 
bushel 





